Commentary on the Book of Ruth
Ruth 1

INow it came about in the days when the judges gover ned, that there was a famine
in theland And a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in theland of
Moab with hiswife and histwo sons.

2T he name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of hiswife, Naomi; and the
names of histwo sonswere Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehem in
Judah. Now they entered theland of M oab and remained there.

During the time period where Israel was ruled by judges (just after Joshua and before the
period of the kings), there was a great famine. Thisled Elimelech of Bethlehem to travel
with hiswife and two sons to the land of Moab in hope that they could find food and stay
alive. Hiswife’s name was Naomi, and his sons' names were Mahlon and Chilion.

3Then Elimelech, Naomi's husband, died; and she was|eft with her two sons.
4They took for themselves M oabite women as wives; the name of the one was
Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. And they lived there about ten years.
5Then both Mahlon and Chilion also died, and the woman was ber eft of her two
children and her husband.

The family stayed in Moab, and eventually Elimelech died. Noami’s sonstook Moabite
women as their wives, Orpah and Ruth, and they lived there for ten more years. Then the
husbands of both Ruth and Orpah died, and Noami had now lost her husband and two
sons. This had to be extremely difficult and devastating to lose her entire family within
this period of her life, particularly in a place not her homeland.

6T hen she arose with her daughters-in-law that she might return from the land of
Moab, for she had heard in the land of Moab that the LORD had visited His people
in giving them food.

750 she departed from the place wher e she was, and her two daughter s-in-law with
her; and they went on theway to return to theland of Judah.

Word traveled to Moab that God had been good to Judah, providing food and thereby
ending the famine. So she arose with Ruth and Orpah to go back to Judah.

8And Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, " Go, return each of you to her
mother's house. May the LORD deal kindly with you asyou have dealt with the
dead and with me.

9" May the LORD grant that you may find rest, each in the house of her husband.”
Then shekissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept.

10And they said to her, " No, but we will surely return with you to your people.”

Asthey were returning, Naomi said that her two daughters-in-law could return to their
own familiesin Moab, for such was their homeland, not Judah. She acknowledged their



kindness toward her, and she wished them well in their own livesin their own land as
they would seek husbands there. She kissed them, and they wept. They did not want to
leave her, for they cared for her and loved her deeply. It seems that she had become more
of family to them than any that they had back in Moab. They wanted to go with her and
return with her to her people in Judah.

11But Naomi said, " Return, my daughters. Why should you go with me? Have | yet
sonsin my womb, that they may be your husbands?

12" Return, my daughters! Go, for | am too old to have a husband. If | said | have
hope, if | should even have a husband tonight and also bear sons,

13would you thereforewait until they were grown? Would you thereforerefrain
from marrying? No, my daughters; for it isharder for methan for you, for the hand
of the LORD has gone forth against me."

Naomi continued to encourage them to return to Moab, for it is not that she had anything
to offer them in Judah. It is not that she was pregnant and could offer her sons to them
once they were grown, asif that made much sense anyway. Even if she got married
immediately and conceived immediately, her sons would always be too young for Ruth
and Orpah to marry. Thus, Naomi wanted them to go where they could marry and bear
children. Given that marrying and having children was alarge part of security and
dignity for women in this time, to risk not finding husbands was a serious issue and
concern, and Naomi feared that thisis exactly what would happen to her beloved
daughters-in-law if they came with her to Judah, given that they were Moabitesses.
Naomi, being much older, would have afar more difficult time of getting by, let alone
being remarried. She acknowledged that God had, for whatever reason, allowed
difficulties to come her way. She did not want Ruth and Orpah to suffer as aresult of her
suffering.

14And they lifted up their voices and wept again; and Or pah kissed her mother -in-
law, but Ruth clungto her.

15Then she said, " Behold, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and her
gods; return after your sister-in-law.”

16But Ruth said, " Do not urge meto leave you or turn back from following you; for
whereyou go, | will go, and whereyou lodge, | will lodge. Your people shall be my
people, and your God, my God.

17" Whereyou die, | will die, and therel will be buried. Thusmay the LORD doto
me, and wor sg, if anything but death partsyou and me."

18When she saw that she was deter mined to go with her, she said no moreto her.

At this point, both Orpah and Ruth cry, but only Ruth clung to Naomi. Orpah decided to
kiss Naomi good-bye and take her up on her advice to return to Moab. But Ruth refused
to leave Naomi. She had great concern for her mother-in-law and would not accompany
her sister-in-law back to Moab. Naomi wasin great duress, and she didn’t feel that she
could abandon her in her time of need. Ruth emphasized her commitment to Naomi.
Though not a Jew, she would adopt Jewish customs and follow the God of the Jews. She
would live with her, travel with her, and eventually die with her and be buried with her.



Before the God of the Jews, she committed herself to stick with Naomi until death.
Naomi, upon seeing this, didn’t encourage Ruth to leave her, but she kept quiet.

19So they both went until they cameto Bethlehem. And when they had cometo
Bethlehem, all the city was stirred because of them, and the women said, " Isthis
Naomi?"

20She said to them, " Do not call me Naomi; call meMara, for the Almighty has
dealt very bitterly with me.

21" | went out full, but the LORD has brought me back empty. Why do you call me
Naomi, sincethe LORD haswitnessed against me and the Almighty has afflicted
me?"

2250 Naomi returned, and with her Ruth the M oabitess, her daughter-in-law, who
returned from the land of M oab. And they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of
barley harvest.

Ruth and Naomi traveled to Bethlehem, and their arrival stirred the city. Many
remembered Naomi from years ago, and it was remarkable to see her so many years later.
She refersto herself as “bitter,” for God had alowed much difficulty to come her way.
She had left for Moab with a husband and sons, and she returned with none. She
understood that God was ultimately in control of these events, and that God does allow
and appoint trials and afflictions for His people for our refinement and ultimate good
(James 1:2-4, 1 Peter 4:12, Psalm 119:71). If God does cause us grief, then He will also
have compassion (Lamentations 3:32-33). He doesn’t “enjoy” watching us suffer, for He
suffers with us (Colossians 1:24). Inthelifeto come, He will seeto it that thereis no
pain or grief (Revelation 21:4).

Ruth 2

1Now Naomi had a kinsman of her husband, a man of great wealth, of the family of
Elimelech, whose name was Boaz.

2And Ruth the M oabitess said to Naomi, " Please let me go to thefield and glean
among the ears of grain after one in whose sight | may find favor." And shesaid to
her, " Go, my daughter."

3So she departed and went and gleaned in thefield after the reapers; and she
happened to come to the portion of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the
family of Elimelech.

4Now behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem and said to thereapers, "May the LORD
bewith you." And they said to him, " May the LORD blessyou."

Leviticus 19:9-10 explained that the harvest should not be reaped to the corners of the
land and that the gleanings (the leftover grain from the first reaping) should be left behind
for the needy to gather, particularly the foreigners, orphans, and widows (L eviticus 23:22,
Deuteronomy 24:19-21). Ruth decided one day with Naomi’ s permission that she would
go and join the other reapers who were seeking such fields. She happened upon afield
that belonged to arelative of Naomi’ s deceased husband whose name was Boaz, a man of



great wealth. Boaz came and saw the reapers, of which Ruth was one, and he generously
blessed them and encouraged them to reap from hisfield.

5Then Boaz said to his servant who was in charge of thereapers, " Whose young
woman isthis?"

6The servant in charge of thereapersreplied, " Sheisthe young M oabite woman
who returned with Naomi from the land of M oab.

7" And she said, 'Please let me glean and gather after the reapersamong the
sheaves.' Thus she came and hasremained from the mor ning until now; she has
been sitting in the house for a little while."

8Then Boaz said to Ruth, " Listen carefully, my daughter. Do not goto glean in
another field; furthermore, do not go on from thisone, but stay here with my maids.
9" Let your eyesbe on thefield which they reap, and go after them. Indeed, | have
commanded the servants not to touch you. When you arethirsty, go to the water
jarsand drink from what the servantsdraw."

Boaz asked about Ruth, and his servant explained that she was a Moabitess and the
daughter-in-law of Naomi. Boaz would have recognized Naomi’s name, since he was
related to Elimelech. Thus he spoke to Ruth in great kindness, telling her to only glean
from hisfield so that she could be assured of food and safety. He had commanded his
servants not to touch her but to let her glean and drink from their water source.

10T hen shefell on her face, bowing to the ground and said to him, " Why have |
found favor in your sight that you should take notice of me, sincel am aforeigner?"
11Boaz replied to her, " All that you have done for your mother-in-law after the
death of your husband has been fully reported to me, and how you left your father
and your mother and theland of your birth, and cameto a people that you did not
previously know.

12" May the LORD reward your work, and your wages be full from the LORD, the
God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to seek refuge.”

Ruth was amazed at the kindness which Boaz showed her, and she asked him why he
would treat her like this, being aforeigner. Boaz explained that he had heard of all the
kindness that Ruth had showed Naomi since all of the difficulty had befallen her. He
complimented her for being willing to leave her own people and come to Judah. He
prayed that God would reward her for her kindness and her labor, giving her al that she
needed. She had sought shelter under the wings of God (c.f. Psalm 91:1), and he believed
that God would honor her for honoring Him (c.f. 1 Samuel 2:30).

13Then shesaid, " | have found favor in your sight, my lord, for you have
comforted me and indeed have spoken kindly to your maidservant, though | am not
like one of your maidservants."

14At mealtime Boaz said to her, " Come here, that you may eat of the bread and dip
your piece of bread in thevinegar." So she sat besidethe reapers; and he served her
roasted grain, and she ate and was satisfied and had some |eft.



Ruth replied to Boaz that she had found favor in his sight because of his kindness toward
her, since he treated her as he would one of his female servants even though she was not
one of them. Then at mealtime, Boaz asked Ruth to come and eat with the other reapers,
eating of the bread and dipping it in the vinegar. Boaz made sure that the law was upheld
and that there was no discrimination against Ruth. In addition, Boaz himself served her,
giving her roasted grain that she ate until she was satisfied. She even had some left.

15When sherose to glean, Boaz commanded his servants, saying, " Let her glean
even among the sheaves, and do not insult her.

16" Also you shall purposely pull out for her some grain from the bundlesand leave
it that she may glean, and do not rebuke her."

1750 she gleaned in thefield until evening. Then she beat out what she had gleaned,
and it was about an ephah of barley.

After mealtime, she got back up to glean more, and Boaz commanded his servants to let
her glean even among the sheaves (as she had requested in 2:7) and to not insult her. The
law did not require Boaz to let anyone glean from the sheaves, for much time, money,
and labor had been spent to put the grain into sheaves. Y et Boaz allowed Ruth this
special privilege, saving her time and energy. Boaz also told his servantsto intentionally
leave some grain from the bundles behind for her to glean. Thiswas essentially giving
her free food and not even having to work for it, other than to beat it out. She gleaned
until evening, and had about an ephah of barley, which is equivalent to over half of a
bushel.

18Shetook it up and went into the city, and her mother-in-law saw what she had
gleaned. She also took it out and gave Naomi what she had left after she was
satisfied.

Ruth returned with the barley to the city, and gave Naomi what she had |eft after she ate
and was satisfied. There was more than enough to go around.

19Her mother-in-law then said to her, " Where did you glean today and where did
you work? May he who took notice of you be blessed." So shetold her mother-in-
law with whom she had worked and said, " The name of the man with whom |
worked today is Boaz."
20Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, " May he be blessed of the LORD who has not
withdrawn hiskindnessto theliving and to the dead.” Again Naomi said to her,
"Theman isour relative, heisone of our closest relatives.”

Naomi realized that Ruth had gleaned a substantial amount of barley for one day, and she
asked where she had gleaned. She wanted whoever had shown her such kindness to be
blessed. Ruth explained that she worked with Boaz. Naomi blessed Boaz in the name of
the Lord, and she praised God for not withdrawing his kindness to the living (her and
Ruth) and the dead (for Boaz’ s kindness honored her husband’s name). Naomi explained
that Boaz was one of their closest relatives, being of Elimelech’s family.



21Then Ruth the M oabitess said, " Furthermore, he said to me, 'Y ou should stay
close to my servantsuntil they have finished all my harvest."

22Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, " It is good, my daughter, that you go
out with hismaids, so that othersdo not fall upon you in another field.”

23S0 she stayed close by the maids of Boaz in order to glean until the end of the
barley harvest and the wheat harvest. And she lived with her mother-in-law.

Boaz told Ruth to stay close to his servants until they finished the harvest, and Naomi
affirmed that she should indeed stay with his maidservants, lest she risk putting herself in
harm’sway. So Ruth did this until the end of the barley harvest and wheat harvest. She
continued to keep her word of living with and caring for Naomi.

Ruth 3

1Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, " My daughter, shall | not seek security
for you, that it may be well with you?

One of the laws of Israel was that the closest male relative (typically abrother but could
be farther removed) of a deceased husband would go into the widow such that her name
would be continued on in Israel (Deuteronomy 25:5-10, Genesis 38:8). The man who did
this was called the kinsman redeemer. Naomi was thinking that Boaz, being a close
relative, might be the one whose duty it would be to give Ruth a child. Thisindicates that
she was thinking of Ruth’s welfare and future.

2" Now isnot Boaz our kinsman, with whose maids you wer e? Behold, he winnows
barley at the threshing floor tonight.

Verse 21 of the previous chapter emphasized Ruth’s foreign birth, calling her Ruth the
Moabitess. Yet, Naomi in verse two of this chapter refers to Boaz as being both her
kinsman and Ruth’s. He obviously was not her relative by descent, but Elimelech’s heir,
Mahlon, was Ruth’s husband. The line of Elimelech can be thus continued through Ruth,
even though she was foreign born. She informs Ruth that he will be winnowing barley at
the threshing floor that same night.

3" Wash your self therefore, and anoint your self and put on your best clothes, and
go down to thethreshing floor; but do not make your self known to the man until he
hasfinished eating and drinking.

4" It shall be when heliesdown, that you shall notice the place where helies, and
you shall go and uncover hisfeet and lie down; then he will tell you what you shall
do."

5She said to her, " All that you say | will do."

Naomi instructs Ruth to do her part of explaining her desire and need for Boaz to be her
kinsman redeemer. Following the custom of the day to ask Boaz to marry her, she wasto
wash herself, anoint herself (probably with some fragrant oils), and put on her best
clothes. She wasto go to Boaz' s threshing floor, but she was not to let him see her until



after he was finished eating and drinking. When he laid down, she was to go and uncover
hisfeet and lie down. Thiswould clearly communicate to Boaz Ruth’s desire that he
redeem her, and he would tell her what she would need to do at that point in time. It was
his choice to accept or rgject this command of God. Ruth agreed to do what Naomi had
said.

6So she went down to thethreshing floor and did according to all that her mother -
in-law had commanded her.

7When Boaz had eaten and drunk and his heart wasmerry, he went to lie down at
the end of the heap of grain; and she came secretly, and uncovered hisfeet and lay
down.

8lt happened in the middle of the night that the man was startled and bent
forward; and behold, a woman waslying at hisfeet.

So Ruth went to the threshing floor and waited for Boaz to finishing eating. Helaid
down, his heart being delighted and satisfied, perhaps after a hard day’ s work and
plentiful harvest, the famine being ended. She came secretly, uncovered hisfeet, and lay
down. He was sleeping through all of this, and it was only in the middle of the night that
something startled him such that he awoke to see awoman at his feet with his feet
uncovered.

9He said, "Who areyou?' And sheanswered, " | am Ruth your maid. So spread
your covering over your maid, for you are a closerelative.”

10Then he said, " May you be blessed of the LORD, my daughter. You have shown
your last kindnessto be better than thefirst by not going after young men, whether
poor or rich.

11" Now, my daughter, do not fear. | will do for you whatever you ask, for all my
peoplein the city know that you are a woman of excellence.

12" Now it istruel am a closerelative; however, thereisarelative closer than I.
13" Remain this night, and when mor ning comes, if he will redeem you, good; let
him redeem you But if he does not wish to redeem you, then | will redeem you, as
the LORD lives. Lie down until morning."

Ruth identifies herself and explainsthat heisa closerelative. Boaz understandswhat is
going on and what she is asking, and he blesses her. She did not go after some other
young men for her own sake, but she considered Naomi’ s family line, an act of extreme
kindness. She chose to ask Boaz to help her bear a child rather than trying to be married
and failing to continue Naomi’sline. Thisis utterly selfless, and Boaz says that he will
do whatever she asks. He explainsthat he is sure that she is awoman of excellence and
that she has come with God-honoring motives. But he cannot fulfill Ruth’s request for
marriage immediately because he is not the closest relative, though heisclose. Hetells
Ruth to lie down until morning. In the morning, he will go and find the other relative and
seeif hewill redeem her. If he does, all will be well, but if he does not, Boaz says that he
will doit. Ruth has put herself in avery humble and vulnerable position, and Boaz very
tenderly and gently treats her honorably and with great respect, leaving her great



assurances and comfort. (It islikely that Boaz was quite a bit older than Ruth, so thisis
probably why he didn’t feel comfortable approaching her as her redeemer.)

14So shelay at hisfeet until morning and r ose befor e one could recognize another;
and hesaid, " Let it not be known that the woman came to the threshing floor."
15Again he said, " Give me the cloak that ison you and hold it." So she held it, and
he measured six measures of barley and laid it on her. Then shewent into the city.

Ruth lay at Boaz' s feet for the remainder of the night asthey slept. She arose before it
was light enough to see one another’ s faces, and he told his servants not to tell anyone
that she came to the threshing floor, lest false rumors be spread about her intentions. He
sent Ruth on her way with six measures of barley.

16When she cameto her mother-in-law, she said, " How did it go, my daughter ?"
And shetold her all that the man had donefor her.

17She said, " These six measur es of barley he gave to me, for he said, 'Do not go to
your mother-in-law empty-handed.""

18Then she said, " Wait, my daughter, until you know how the matter turnsout; for
the man will not rest until he has settled it today."

She went back to the city and came to her mother-in-law. Naomi wondered how things
went, and Ruth told her all that Boaz had done for her. He explained that he wanted her
to have food for Naomi, thus he sent her with the six measures of barley. Naomi
counseled Ruth to wait patiently because she was confident that Boaz would sort things
out before the day was over.

Ruth 4

1Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there, and behold, the closerelative of
whom Boaz spoke was passing by, so he said, " Turn aside, friend, sit down here."
And he turned aside and sat down.

2He took ten men of the elders of the city and said, " Sit down here." So they sat
down.

Boaz went up to the city gate where the leaders of the city gathered, and he found the
closer relative and pulled him aside. He also took ten elders of the city to witness what
he was about to share with them.

3Then he said to the closest relative, " Naomi, who has come back from the land of
Moab, hasto sell the piece of land which belonged to our brother Elimelech.

4" So | thought to inform you, saying, 'Buy it before those who ar e sitting here, and
before the elders of my people If you will redeem it, redeem it; but if not, tell me
that I may know; for thereisno one but you to redeem it, and | am after you."" And
hesaid, "I will redeem it."



5Then Boaz said, " On the day you buy thefield from the hand of Naomi, you must
also acquire Ruth the M oabitess, the widow of the deceased, in order toraise up the
name of the deceased on hisinheritance.”

Boaz explained that Naomi has to sell the piece of land which belonged to Elimelech. He
informed the closer relative that he could buy it now, thus redeeming the land and
keeping it in the family. If he chose to redeem the land, he would aso have to acquire
Ruth the M oabitess, the widow of Elimelech’s son in order to keep the family name
going. Boaz waslooking out for the welfare of Ruth and Naomi, wanting to be sure that
there was an inheritance for Ruth’s descendants.

6The closest relative said, " | cannot redeem it for myself, because | would
jeopardize my own inheritance. Redeem it for your self; you may have my right of
redemption, for | cannot redeem it."

The closest relative explained that he could not redeem it for himself because it would
jeopardize his own inheritance; in other words, he couldn’t afford to pay the amount
required. Thus, he passed on hisright of redemption to Boaz.

7Now thiswasthe custom in former timesin Israel concer ning the redemption and
the exchange of land to confirm any matter: a man removed his sandal and gaveit
to another; and thiswasthe manner of attestation in Israel.

The custom in Isragl at this time concerning the redemption or exchange of land was for a
man to remove his sandal and give it to another. This meant that the matter was attested
to, and the ten elders witnessed the transaction.

8So the closest relative said to Boaz, " Buy it for yourself.” And heremoved his
sandal.

9Then Boaz said to the eldersand all the people, " You are witnessestoday that |
have bought from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that
belonged to Chilion and Mahlon.

10" Moreover, | have acquired Ruth the M oabitess, the widow of Mahlon, to be my
wifein order to raise up the name of the deceased on hisinheritance, so that the
name of the deceased will not be cut off from hisbrothersor from the court of his
birth place; you are witnesses today."

The closest relative tells Boaz to buy the land for himself, so he removes his sandal to
seal the deal. Boaz proclaimsto all witnessing the event that he did indeed acquire the
land which belonged to Elimelech and his sons, Chilion and Mahlon. In addition, he
proclaims that he will be taking Ruth as his wife to continue on the family lineage
through Mahlon.

11All the peoplewho werein the court, and the elders, said, " We are witnesses.
May the LORD make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and



L eah, both of whom built the house of I1srael; and may you achieve wealth in
Ephrathah and become famousin Bethlehem.

12" Moreover, may your house be like the house of Perez whom Tamar boreto
Judah, through the offspring which the LORD will give you by thisyoung woman."

The witnesses blessed Boaz and Ruth, wishing them many children and much prosperity.
Rachel and Leah were the wives of Jacob and thus bore the 12 sons which became the
twelve tribes of Israel. Perez was the firstborn of twins by Tamar from which the
Ephrathites and Bethlehemites descended, of which Elimelech was a part (1:2).

13So Boaz took Ruth, and she became hiswife, and hewent in to her. And the

L ORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son.

14T hen the women said to Naomi, " Blessed isthe LORD who has not left you
without a redeemer today, and may his name become famousin Israel.

15" May healso beto you arestorer of lifeand a sustainer of your old age; for your
daughter-in-law, who loves you and is better to you than seven sons, has given birth
tohim."

Boaz took Ruth as hiswife and went in to her. God in great compassion and grace, in
keeping with His very nature, allowed her to conceive and give birthto ason. The
women of the city told Naomi that she was blessed, for God did not leave her without one
to continue on the family lineage. They wished that her name would become famousin
Israel, and did that ever come true.

16T hen Naomi took the child and laid him in her lap, and became his nurse.
17The neighbor women gave him a name, saying, " A son has been born to Naomi!"
So they named him Obed. Heisthe father of Jesse, the father of David.

Naomi became the child’s nurse (caring for him and helping raise him), and the neighbor
women named him Obed. Obed was the father of Jesse, who was the father of David, the
most prominent king of Israel and a man after God's own heart. Indeed, thisfamily was
blessed of God, and his name certainly became famous, particularly given that Jesus
Christ Himself was born of the line of Judah and was of the house of David.

18Now these arethe generations of Perez: to Perez was born Hezron,
19and to Hezron was born Ram, and to Ram, Amminadab,

20and to Amminadab was born Nahshon, and to Nahshon, Salmon,
21and to Salmon was born Boaz, and to Boaz, Obed,

22and to Obed was born Jesse, and to Jesse, David.

This genealogy to close the book emphasizes the loving, compassionate, sustaining, and
merciful hand of God. Despite great tragedy in the life of Naomi, God honored her and
blessed her greatly, for she never stopped serving God but accepted the circumstances
which He had allowed her to experience. Furthermore, aforeigner, Ruth, committed to
Naomi and God, and God honored her for her love and faithfulness to Naomi and
Himself. Ruth, though not a Jew by birth, became part of the line of David and
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eventualy Christ (Matthew 1:5), aforeshadowing that Christ desires none to perish but
all to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). What is even more interesting is that Boaz was a
descendant of Salmon and Rahab, the harlot (Joshua 6:25, James 2:25). God does work
through difficult and extraordinary circumstances to bring about mercy for those who
trust in Him and honor His name. Thereis nothing that God cannot redeem, and it isinto
this line that Jesus, the Redeemer, was born.
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