Commentary on the Book of 1 Corinthians
1 Corinthians 1

1Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our

brother,

2T o the church of God which isat Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in

Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:

3Graceto you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul identifies himself as he typically did as an apostle, a chosen messenger called by
God to bring the gospel to the Gentiles. He saysthat heis laboring alongside of
Sosthenes who supports him in hiswork and communication. Sostheneswas likely a
convert of Paul at Corinth, and it isrecorded in Acts 18:17 that he was beaten by the Jews
even though he had been the head of the synagogue. Clearly, something had caused him
to change his stance on things, and likely it was a conversion to Christ. Paul writesto the
church at Corinth which is sanctified, cleansed, and made holy in and through Christ such
that they can be called saints, holy children of God. Saints are not those who are declared
holy by men, but saints are any who have been washed of their sin in the forgiving and
cleansing blood of Christ. All believers are saints because all have been made holy
through faith in the sacrifice of Christ. The true church is made up of those who have
received Christ as Savior, and it exists throughout the world wherever a person is found
who has repented of sin and turned to Jesus. He becomes their Lord, and there is unity
because Heistheir Lord and the Lord of every other believer. Paul wishes them grace
and peace from God and Jesus, Who alone can give it. Thereis nothing special in Paul
which can impart grace, but grace is of God through Jesus. Grace saves and grace keeps,
and Paul wishes for further sanctifying grace and peace of mind for these believers whom
he loves dearly.

41 thank my God always concer ning you for the grace of God which was given you
in Christ Jesus,

5that in everything you wereenriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge,
6even asthetestimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you,

7s0 that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly therevelation of our Lord
Jesus Christ,

8who will also confirm you to the end, blamelessin the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

9God isfaithful, through whom you wer e called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Paul thanks God regularly for the believers at Corinth because God was gracious to call
some of them to himself as they responded in faith to receive the gospel of Christ. Their
eyes were opened such that they were able to be made rich and full with spiritual
understanding and wisdom, both of which can alone be found in Christ (Colossians 2:3).
The word for speech (v. 5) islogos, implying that their mind and reason was able to grasp



the truth. Knowledge (v. 5) signifies general intellectual understanding, meaning that the
propositional truths about Christ made sense to them. They not only understood them,
but they believed them and submitted to them in obedience. Thereisevidence of their
conversion as well because of the work of the Spirit among them as a testimony of their
faith. The gifts of the Spirit were being manifested and used to advance the kingdom of
God and to edify the believersin Corinth. Furthermore, they were eagerly looking
forward to the return of Christ, something an unbelieving, unlearned pagan would not
careto do. If hedid, it wouldn’'t be with great anticipation and delight. As Christians, we
can look forward to the coming of Christ and not have to be in fear of wrath because
Jesus will complete the good work of sanctification which He began in our hearts
(Hebrews 12:1-2, Philippians 1:6). We can rest assured of our salvation because God is
faithful, and He will keep His promises. In Christ, we will be kept blamelessin the sight
of God for eternity. Everyone who has trusted Christ as Savior will enter heaven, though
some with very few, if any, rewards (1 Corinthians 3:15). Salvation fundamentally is
about arelationship with Jesus Christ, and it is God Who is behind the occurrence of this
event, calling usinto this relationship. No man seeks God unless God first draws Him to
do so (John 6:44), which God does for al (Matthew 22:14, John 3:16), but not all receive
Him.

10Now | exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all
agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made completein
the same mind and in the same judgment.

11For | have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chlo€'s people, that
there are quarrelsamong you.

12Now | mean this, that each one of you issaying, " | am of Paul,” and "I of
Apollos,” and " | of Cephas,” and "1 of Christ."

13Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or wereyou
baptized in the name of Paul?

141 thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius,

15s0 that no one would say you wer e baptized in my name.

16Now I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, | do not know
whether | baptized any other.

17For Christ did not send meto baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in clever ness
of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void.

Paul now begins shepherding the Christians at Corinth by exhorting them to unity. There
are divisions and disagreements occurring which Paul is aware of because Chloe reported
them to Paul. Each isfollowing a human leader rather than having allegiance to Christ
alone. Paul’sdesire and God'sisthat the believers be of the same mind and judgment,
having come to asimilar, right understanding of Scripture and life as a church body.
Some swear allegiance to Paul, some to Apollos, someto Peter, and someto Christ, asif
these mere men are on par with Christ Himself. The church will deteriorate into divisions
and denominations when people start following a man rather than the authority of Christ
through His Word. Rather than be associated with one mere man, we should declare
allegiance to Christ alone as His church. His association should be our primary
association, not some man or historical event or movement. Christ demands our full



allegiance and exclusively so such that in all things He might have preeminence
(Colossians 1:18). Paul makes this so apparently obviousin hisargument. The
Corinthian Christians were not baptized in the name of Paul. Neither did they call upon
the name of Paul or Apollosto be saved. Christ has not been divided, so His church
should not be divided. Division and quarrels are occurring, however, because some
devote themselves to mere men rather than to God above all. Paul shudders at the fact of
thinking of baptizing in his own name because of how arrogant and blasphemous such a
thought is. But to swear alegiance to aman at the expense of God isjust as hideous, and
that is what was getting the Corinthians in trouble. Paul was thankful that he only
baptized two Christians, Crispus and Gaius, lest the Corinthians start actually claiming
that they were baptized in the name of Paul. Paul remembers that he also baptized the
household of Stephanas, but he doesn’t remember any others. But such is not the main
point, for he did not come to baptize but to preach the gospel. The gospel isacall to
allegiance to Christ, and Christ isto be the main event. Thisiswhere the church needs to
returnitsfocus. Christ isthe centerpiece, not a mere mortal man. Paul emphasizes that
he preached in simple terms, not to showcase his advanced brainpower and intellect. He
simply declared the simple gospel so that Christ would get the glory and so that his
preaching wouldn’'t bein vain. Preaching that draws attention to self or that causes others
to glory in the preacher rather than the message itself is futile and offensive to God. Paul
made sure that from the beginning, even from the first time he preached the gospel at
Corinth, that he made Christ the center of attention rather than he himself or any other
man.

18For theword of the crossisfoolishnessto those who ar e perishing, but to uswho
are being saved it isthe power of God.
19For it iswritten,

"I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE,

AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER | WILL SET ASIDE."
20Whereisthewise man? Whereisthe scribe? Whereisthe debater of thisage?
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
21For sincein the wisdom of God the world through itswisdom did not cometo
know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to
save those who believe.

In the world, charisma, personality, and individual strength matter in terms of winning
friends and influencing people. The end result isthat people glory in the one doing the
influencing. Thisisnot God’s design or way. Hisdesign isto save people through the
foolishness of the message of the gospel preached. Preaching to someone about needing
to change and turning to Christ to be saved fliesin the face of conventional practice and
human wisdom. Peoplein their natural state can’'t see the truth, and they think the
messenger is crazy. But it pleases God to do it this way such that man cannot steal the
glory for the work that God does to save a person when He opens his eyes to respond to a
true but foolish (according to the world) message. The message of the crossis considered
foolish by those who are eternally perishing, but to those who receive it unto salvation, it
is understood to have the power which God saysit has (Romans 1:16, 10:17, Hebrews
4:12). God'splan isthat those who think they are wise will be proven fools and that



those who think they are clever will be proven stupid. Man must be humbled in order to
see his true condition, the lies he believes, the deceptions he lives, and the destiny of his
soul. Only the grace of God through the message of the gospel has the power to
enlighten and save. Some people many consider to be full of wisdom and of high
intellects are scribes (writers, teachers, scholars) and debaters (those skilled in
communication and in retaining and explaining knowledge). But even the smartest
among us are prone to get it al wrong, and atrip to the local university’s philosophy or
religion department will make it clear that simple belief in the Word of God is only for
the “ignorant.” Y et God has made the wisdom of the world to be foolishness, for true
wisdom can only be found in Christ (Colossians 2:3). The world cannot and does not
come to the truth by its fleshly, self-centered wisdom. The same selfish journeys have
been taken by humans for centuries. The names change and the titles change, but the
same self-centered message continues to be propagated. God says that life is about Him,
not self. The evidence for Christ is replete, yet men reject the wisdom of God. They
need the grace of God to see the truth, for their own brains, because of their sinful nature,
will lead them astray.

22For indeed Jews ask for signsand Greeks search for wisdom;

23but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles
foolishness,

24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God
and the wisdom of God.

25Because the foolishness of God iswiser than men, and the weakness of God is
stronger than men.

Jews refuse to believe, preferring to get some kind of asign. Y et even Jesus only gave
them the sign of Jonah because He knew that their hearts were unbelieving and wicked
(Matthew 12:38-40). No sign would encourage them to believe because the greatest
evidence was right in front of them, God Himself, and they missed it. The Greeks, that
is, non-Jews, aren’t as interested in signs and wonders as they are in the mind and in
science, knowledge, and learning. Those who have advanced degrees are those who we
consider to have “wisdom.” Y et when Christ is preached, the Jews can’t accept Him as
Messiah, and the Greeks can’t see the true wisdom. So whether oneis Jew or Gentile
isn’t the issue in terms of seeing the truth. What matters is God opening the hearts and
minds of a person so that they choose in faith to repent and believe. God first must wake
those who are spiritually dead such that they can believe (Ephesians 2:1-10). Those who
believe recognize Christ as having all power and all wisdom, and they can then see the
foolishness of the world and the lack of faith it possesses. The “foolishness’ of God,
which istrue wisdom, is so far greater and truer than any “knowledge” man possesses.
Men must come to see their weakness and God'’ s strength, for even His “weakness’ is
stronger than their “ strength.”

26For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble;

27but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God
has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,



28and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that
arenot, so that He may nullify the thingsthat are,
29s0 that no man may boast before God.

Paul points out that among the Corinthian Christians there are not many who are wise and
mighty according to the flesh. There are not many of high status or whom the world
would regard as powerful and having great influence. Those who haveit all are like the
rich man who is about as likely to enter heaven as a camel is to get through the eye of a
needle (Mark 10:25). God has chosen to shame the strong by allowing the more of the
weak to see the truth such that God gets the glory and not the “strength” of man. The
weak will shame the strong when it comes to true wisdom, and those who are regarded by
the world as base and insignificant are those whom Christ delightsin saving (though He
prefers al to come to salvation, and some who are of high standing on the earth do get
saved). The purpose of the weak shaming the strong by being more ready to receive the
truth is so that no man can boast before God. God wants the glory, and those who are the
most boastful are prone to be the most wrong when it comes to true spiritual wisdom.

30But by Hisdoing you arein Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God,
and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,

3lsothat, just asit iswritten,"LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE
LORD."

God isthe author of salvation, the One Who makes the first move in initiating the
relationship. He poured out grace so that those in Corinth who believed were saved,
thereby demonstrating the wisdom of God at work in their hearts. They were made
righteous and holy, having been bought back from slavery to Satan. The ransom that
God required for His justice to be satisfied was satisfied by His own Son. Those who
have been saved will recognize that God was behind their salvation and that His grace
was sure. No man seeks God (Romans 3:11), but God seeks every man (Matthew 22:14,
Luke 19:10). When we respond in weakness and humility, acknowledging the strength of
God, we will make our boast in Him and not in ourselves.

1 Corinthians 2

1And when | cameto you, brethren, | did not come with superiority of speech or of
wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God.

2For | determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him
crucified.

3l waswith you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling,

4and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power,

5s0 that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.

Paul made a point of not waxing wise or eloquent when he delivered the gospel to those
in Corinth. He was smart enough to impress the “wise” and to use his own human
abilities to influence people to follow him. But that was not his mission. He did not want



to self-exalt. Rather, he chose to ssmply declare a simple message about Christ which
would seem foolish to most of the listeners and make him look like afool to them. He
determined to know only Christ and the gospel so that Christ would get the glory and
attention. When we simply rely upon the Word of God to do its work, we let God get the
glory for what only He can do anyway. When we share the gospel there is good reason to
feel afraid and tremble, but we must trust God and preach it boldly anyway. Paul did
this. Hedid not try to cleverly persuade the Corinthians with human reason by appealing
to various lusts of the flesh or by trying to get them to accept and like him. Rather, he
preached the truth about Jesus in demonstration of the Spirit and of power because it
takes the power of God to declare the truth of God without our human egos getting in the
way. Thereispower inthe Word of God going forth through a human vessel who seeks
no glory but the glory of God. The fruit of thisis that those who do repent and respond in
faith have afaith that rests upon the power of God which has convicted their hearts rather
than on the work of a man who has influenced their impulses and drawn out their fleshly
ambitions. The gospel crushes pride and selfish ambition, and only a*“fool” would accept
it. But God saves some and glorifies Himself which gives us reason not to lift up
ourselves but to exalt His name and praise Him for His grace. There just was no reason
for the Christians at Corinth to associate themselves with Paul rather than Christ because
Paul reminds them that their faith rests upon Christ not upon the abilities of some man,
himself included.

6Y et we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of
thisage nor of therulersof thisage, who are passing away;
7but we speak God'swisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God
predestined before the agesto our glory;
8the wisdom which none of therulers of this age has understood; for if they had
understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;
9but just asit iswritten,
"THINGSWHICH EYE HASNOT SEEN AND EAR HASNOT HEARD,
AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN,
ALL THAT GOD HASPREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.."

It isnot that Christians are stupid, ignorant, or naive. Christians ought to grow to
maturity and be extremely educated in the Word such that they have wisdom to be ableto
defend their faith and know what and why they believe. True wisdom isfound in Christ,
and it isjust that this wisdom isn’t perceived by the world as wisdom. To the world this
wisdom is hidden, and it is mysterious. Y et it has been revealed to us who believe
because God loves us and wants to shower His blessing upon us. Our glory isthat God
loves us and chose usto be His. This does not mean that we deserved His love, but it
means that we have been given glory. Our glory isthat the Lord of glory indwells our
heartsin our feeble vessel of clay (2 Corinthians 4:7-8). Therulers of thisworld rejected
the wisdom of God and crucified the Lord of glory. They didn’t see the truth right before
their eyes, but for those who receive Christ, we get to see adl that God has prepared for us
because of Hislovefor us. Theworld can't seeit, hear it, or understand it, but those who
have Christ in their hearts comprehend the truth about Christ.



10For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searchesall things,
even the depths of God.

11For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man
which isin him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.

It is by the Spirit of God that we understand true wisdom. The Spirit searches out all
things because, being God, He knows all things. It is difficult to know what other people
think, but each of us know what we think in the depths of our hearts and in our spirit. In
the same way, the world cannot understand the thoughts of God because they don’t know
the Spirit of God. If they knew the Spirit of God, then they could have the mind of Christ
(1 Corinthians 2:16). True wisdom and learning comes only through the Spirit by faith in
God through Christ.

12Now we havereceived, not the spirit of theworld, but the Spirit whoisfrom God,
so that we may know thethingsfreely given to usby God,

13which things we also speak, not in wordstaught by human wisdom, but in those
taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughtswith spiritual words.

14But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him; and he cannot under stand them, because they are spiritually
appraised.

15But hewhois spiritual appraisesall things, yet he himself is appraised by no one.
16For WHO HASKNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL
INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ.

We have the Spirit of God, not aworldly spirit, such that we can understand what is
givento usby God. These are the things we teach and share with others even though
they might think it isfoolish. When we are led and filled with the Spirit, we are able to
speak spiritual words of spiritual wisdom. Only through arelationship with Christ can
such wisdom be thought about, mentally processed, and verbally communicated.
Without the help of the Spirit, we are on the outside of true wisdom looking in. The
things of God require the Spirit of God, and so those who are not spiritually reborn but in
their natural sinfully depraved state cannot understand wisdom. Those who are spiritual
are able to understand all things which are spiritual and given by God to understand. Y et
the spiritual ones are not understood by the world but are rather regarded asfools. This
makes sense given that the natural man cannot know the mind of the Lord. God alone
possesses all wisdom, and man in his natural state cannot instruct God. Yet in Christ and
by the Spirit of God, we are able to think as God thinks in terms of wisdom and Biblical
morality and understanding. Spiritual insight and discernment comes only by the Spirit
of God through being reborn into arelationship with God through Christ.

1 Corinthians 3

1And I, brethren, could not speak to you asto spiritual men, but asto men of flesh,
astoinfantsin Christ.

2l gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet ableto receiveit.
Indeed, even now you are not yet able,



3for you arestill fleshly. For sincethereisjealousy and strife among you, are you
not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?

Paul says that, though the Corinthians are reborn of the Spirit so that they could and
should have spiritual understanding and insight, he cannot speak to them that way
because their flesh has gotten in the way. Thisis because they haven't grown up in
Christ and continued to take in the wisdom of God. They are mere infantsin Christ,
living in many ways according to the wisdom of the world rather than according to the
wisdom of God. Though they are not natural men but spiritual because of Christ, they are
living much more like the natural man rather than the spiritual man. Such is the power of
the flesh even in the life of the believer if we do not walk in faith and by the Spirit. Paul
has been only able to give the Corinthians milk rather than solid food when it comes to
spiritual wisdom and teaching. When a church body becomes so corrupted and fleshly, it
is not going to be able to process and receive the in-depth teaching of God's Word.
Rather, they need to be reprimanded and given the basics such that they can get back on
track. Spiritual infants can only take in milk, and Paul once again had to give them milk.
They were living in jealousy, strife, and division, acting like little undisciplined children,
walking not after the Spirit but according to the flesh. Paul needed to set them straight
with some spiritual wisdom, albeit very basic wisdom.

4For when one says, " | am of Paul,” and another, " | am of Apollos,” areyou not
mere men?

5What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed,
even asthe L ord gave opportunity to each one.

6l planted, Apolloswatered, but God was causing the growth.

7S50 then neither the one who plants nor the one who water sis anything, but God
who causes the growth.

Paul’ s message to the Corinthians is that they are acting no differently than the world,
being mere men rather than spiritual men. To associate with Paul or Apollos rather than
to all associate with Christ is an elementary mistake filled with self-centeredness,
arrogant competition, and vain glory. Paul and Apollos are merely servants of God
through whom the Corinthians believed as God worked through them and gave them
opportunity. Neither Paul or Apolloswould take credit for their salvation, but they
understood that they were merely servants of God submitting and surrendering to the
work and will of God in their lives. God was the saving force and the power behind their
message. Even their message wasn't really theirs but God's. It wasjust plain foolish to,
in effect, worship Paul or Apollos by giving them the credit and glory when all belongsto
Christ. The church doesn’t need people claiming allegiance to men but to God. The
world can worship itsicons, idols, celebrities, and superstars, but such is fleshly and not
for the church of God. Paul planted some seeds of the gospel, Apollos watered them by
adding to the teaching with spiritual wisdom, but God was the One Who allowed and
enabled the seeds to grow. No amount of fleshly persuasion and human ability can make
aseed grow. No human effort can make atare into wheat. God must give spiritual
understanding and grace to be reborn and to accept the “foolishness’ of the gospel of
Christ. God isthe One Who must get the glory. Soit is not about those doing the



planting and watering as if they are anything, but it is God Who gives the growth. Itis
not about the work of man but the work of God. It is not about the glory of man but
about the glory of God. A basic lesson in spirituality isthat man isweak while God is
strong. Man is unable while God is able. God must get the glory because spiritual
victories are only accomplished by His power and might.

8Now he who plants and he who water s are one; but each will receive hisown
reward according to hisown labor.
9For we are God's fellow workers; you are God'sfield, God's building.

God accomplishes His spiritual kingdom purposes through His church, which is one
entity. Each member of the church will be rewarded according to how they labor and
serve, but there is to be no division and animosity between brothers and sisters in Christ.
They are to be one because they are one church, one field, fellow workers, and one
building. Believers are on the same team fighting for the same objective, but it is
imperative that all recognize the leadership and authority of God and His Word. If it
starts becoming a me-versus-you thing, then division will result. It is not about
competition but cooperation. God is the One Who brings the growth, and He is gracious
to let uswork alongside of Him such that He can accomplish His objectives and work His
power in and through us. So it is not about us but about God, the One Who makesit all
possible, the One with all the power, and the One Who is Himself building each of us
into His dwelling place. Even those who do planting and watering are themselves part of
the building and the field. Who needs to be the point of attention is the Master Builder
and Master Farmer.

10According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder |
laid a foundation, and another isbuilding on it. But each man must be careful how
he buildson it.

11For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which islaid, which is Jesus
Christ.

12Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood,
hay, straw,

13each man'swork will become evident; for the day will show it becauseit isto be
revealed with fire, and thefireitself will test the quality of each man'swork.

141f any man'swor k which he has built on it remains, he will receive areward.
15If any man'swork isburned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved,
yet so asthrough fire.

By the grace of God at work in and through him and around him, Paul preached the
gospel to those at Corinth, thereby laying a foundation of faith. He was very careful in
what he did as a wise master builder would be, speaking just what he should and being
careful not to distract from the message. Y et otherswill build on this foundation as they
teach the Word of God, and they must also be careful so that the building goes according
to plan, the measuring stick being the Word of God. The foundation is Christ Himself,
and there is no other true foundation which can be laid. All faith must rest upon Christ
and Hiswork on the cross where true wisdom is found. But as we serve one another and



teach the Word of God, we build on this foundation by the grace of God. We must be
careful how we build because we will be judged by Christ for our faithfulness. If we
build with things which are of God and by the grace and power of God which Paul
explains metaphorically as gold, silver, and precious stones, then they will endure the
fiery test before Christ Who will judge motives and intents. If we did things for the glory
of God, they will endure and bring us rewardsin heaven. But if we have built with wood,
hay, or straw, we will lose any possibility of rewards because these things are of human
wisdom and by fleshly exercise rather than by the power of God. There will be grieving
in that day when we stand before Christ for judgment (2 Corinthians 5:10) because some
will not receive what they had desired to receive. There will also be rejoicing because
many rewards will be given. Y et the good news for true believersis that they themselves
will be saved because of the faithfulness of Christ. The fire of His holiness will remove
the leftover garbage and false motives, and they will enter heaven to be with their Savior
in great joy forever (Revelation 21:4).

16Do you not know that you are atemple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells
in you?

171f any man destroysthe temple of God, God will destroy him, for thetemple of
God isholy, and that iswhat you are.

18L et no man deceive himself If any man among you thinksthat heiswisein this
age, he must become foolish, so that he may become wise.

19For the wisdom of thisworld isfoolishness before God For it iswritten, " Heis
THE ONE WHO CATCHESTHE WISE IN THEIR CRAFTINESS";

20and again, " THE LORD KNOWS THE REASONINGS of thewise, THAT
THEY ARE USELESS."

Each child of God isatemple of God in that God Himself takes up residencein us. The
Spirit of God indwells us and ministersto us. God gives a stern warning to any who
would corrupt or defile the church by leading it away from purity and sound doctrine (the
word translated “ destroy” is better understood as “corrupt” or “defile”). Such aone
would have to be considered a false teacher, to whom God consistently gives severe
warnings of judgment (see Jude). If there are any who think that they are wise based on
the criteria of men rather than of God, they need to repent and become “foolish,” trusting
in the gospel of Christ. The only way to become truly wise is to recognize the truth and
accept the fact that the world will call such individuals foolish. But to continue in the
ways of the world, scorning the gospel and defiling the temple of God, is to be deceived
and destined for judgment. The Lord is not impressed with man’s “wisdom” or reasoning
because | eft to himself, he is deluded and deceived. The thinking of the natural manis
vain because God' s ways are wisdom and the world’' s ways are foolishness.

21So then let no one boast in men For all things belong to you,

22whether Paul or Apollosor Cephasor theworld or life or death or things present
or thingsto come; all things belong to you,

23and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongsto God.

10



Since boasting in men is foolish and vain, the church must certainly not take part in that.
Believers have access to every spiritual blessing, including wisdom and the ability to live
peacefully with one another, and they need to do this. Believersbelong to God, they are
part of one body, and since Christ belongsto God, they belong to God. Thus, unity is
possible, and it iscommanded. But, in order to achieve it, the church must recognize that
God is the Supreme Authority, the Source, and the One to Whom the church must
surrender and submit.

1 Corinthians4

1L et aman regard usin thismanner, as servants of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God.

Paul sums up his exhortation to the Corinthians by telling them to think of him and
Apollos as servants of Christ and servants of the gospel of God. God and Christ are the
unifying pieces and Who should be worshipped. Paul and Apollos are merely helpers,
fellow workers with the Corinthians. Thus, the Corinthians need to unify their alegiance
to Christ, rather than with men.

2In this case, moreover, it isrequired of stewardsthat one be found trustworthy.
3But to meit isa very small thing that I may be examined by you, or by any human
court; in fact, | do not even examine myself.

4For | am conscious of nothing against myself, yet | am not by this acquitted; but
the onewho examines meisthe Lord.

5Therefore do not go on passing judgment befor e the time, but wait until theLord
comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the
motives of men's hearts; and then each man's praise will cometo him from God.

Paul explains that servants and stewards of God need to be trustworthy. Just because
God is the centerpiece does not mean that man is not accountable for hisinfluence and
leadership. Man can either direct people to God or away from God, and the way to point
them to God is to serve faithfully and in a trustworthy manner by faith. Paul is not aware
of any error in his heart, so he doesn’'t need to bother examining himself at this point. If
an error comes up, he would be sure to deal with it immediately. Thus, he fears no
earthly court or examination, not even one by the Corinthians. He knowsthat heisa
reliable shepherd, but still God must be the issue. Paul makes the important point that
just because he thinks he is innocent doesn’t mean heisinnocent. It iswhat God thinks
of him that renders him guilty or innocent. He doesn’t believe that the Spirit of God has
shown him any error of sin, and thisis what makes him feel acquitted. But still the final
say is not his belief but the judgment seat of Christ, for at that time the Lord will bring to
light the inner motives of the heart. He knows all things now, but then He will judge how
we have lived. Those who have done well and who have been faithful will receive praise
from God. God is the ultimate Judge, and we should examine ourselves now to be sure
that we are ready for His examination.
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6Now thesethings, brethren, | havefiguratively applied to myself and Apollosfor
your sakes, sothat in usyou may learn not to exceed what iswritten, so that no one
of you will become arrogant in behalf of one against the other.

7For who regardsyou as superior? What do you have that you did not receive?
And if you did receiveit, why do you boast asif you had not received it?

Paul has used various analogies up to this point to emphasize the truth that he and
Apollos are mere men. They are fellow workers, builders, farmers, laborers, servants,
and stewards, but they are not Jesus. Jesusisto be the center of attention, and this will
bring unity and reconciliation at the church at Corinth. It isimperative that man does not
think more highly of himself than the Bible describes. The Bibleis plain that Christ is
the power and the Judge, and we need to revere and respect Him as the authority over all
and the One Who makes ministry even possible. Paul and Apollos are not on any kind of
power trip or ego trip, and thisis an important example as shepherds. The Corinthians
had fallen into the trap of pride in that they were thinking of themselves as being better
than others. They looked down on others whom they didn’t view as superior as
themselves. Obvioudly, this caused strife and division in the church. They were also
acting self-sufficiently asif they could rely upon themselves, their own abilities, and their
own resources rather than upon God. They didn’t understand that everything that they
had was given to them by God. They didn’t honor Him as God which is a step toward
destruction, and they boasted in what they did have, insulting the God Who gave them
what they have. Paul was aware that they were in a very fleshly position and in danger of
really going astray, so the rebuke had to continue.

8You are already filled, you have already becomerich, you have become kings
without us; and indeed, | wish that you had become kings so that we also might
reign with you.

9For, | think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, asmen condemned to death;
because we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men.
10Wearefoolsfor Christ's sake, but you are prudent in Christ; we are weak, but
you are strong; you are distinguished, but we are without honor.

11To thispresent hour we are both hungry and thirsty, and are poorly clothed, and
areroughly treated, and are homeless,

12and wetoil, wor king with our own hands; when we are reviled, we bless; when
we ar e per secuted, we endur e

13when we are dlandered, wetry to conciliate; we have become as the scum of the
world, the dregs of all things, even until now.

The Corinthians were acting asif they needed no instruction because they thought they
knew all that they needed to know. They were puffed up, self-righteous, prideful, and
self-sufficient. Since they acted as the kings of their own lives, Paul sarcastically referred
to them as kings who had advanced so far beyond him and the other apostles. One day
believers will reign with Christ, and thisis a good thing to look forward to. But we are
not kings yet, and if we think we are, we have likely lost sight of the King of Kings. Paul
explainsthat, as an apostle, he doesn’t think of himself highly or gloat in his status as the
Corinthians did in theirs, and they aren’t even apostles. They thought so much more
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highly of themselves than where they actually were. They thought they were spiritually
advanced when they were mere infantsin Christ. Paul explains that he thinks God has
put the apostles on display to the world for ridicule and condemnation unto death, and
most of them did die as martyrs. Even the angels would witness their suffering and
persecution. They were not gloating in earthly fame and glory, but they were laying their
lives and well-being aside for the sake of the gospel. They were servants, not kings.
They were fools, weak, and without honor by the world’ s standards, while the
Corinthians thought they were wise, strong, and distinguished among men, avery
dangerous place to be because it isfilled with pride and arrogance. The church is not to
try to win the praise of the world, but it is to preach the message of foolishnessto the
world. The apostles were poorly clothed, hungry, thirsty, roughly treated, and homeless.
They were not wealthy or successful in the world' s eyes at al, but they had joy, they got
along with each other, and they glorified God. The Corinthians were failing where it
mattered, and they weren’t even recognizing it or being bothered by it. The apostles
lives were difficult, working to have sustenance and yet to have time to do ministry.
They gave up al the comforts of life for the sake of the Name. When they were reviled
and mocked, they blessed and loved. When they were persecuted, they endured. The
Corinthians couldn’t even get along with one another, let along some unbeliever who
persecuted them. When people spokeill of them, the apostles tried to reconcile the
relationship. The Corinthians, on the other hand, just kept fighting with one another and
furthering the slander. Paul refersto himself and the apostles as the scum of the world
and the dregs of all things, meaning that they are the least desirable part of the world.
Their livesweren't very desirable as far as comfort and ease, and the world thought
extremely little of them. An apostle was not a position of prestige, though it carried great
responsibility. Paul was going to be rich in heaven, but for now, he was despised and
suffering. Such is going to be the life of those who serve Christ unashamedly and
without becoming fleshly (2 Timothy 3:12). The truth about the Christian lifeisin no
way seeker-friendly, unless one has a mind to value eternity over the temporal world,
which would be evidence of God' s grace at work.

141 do not write these thingsto shame you, but to admonish you as my beloved
children.

So Paul has gone on at length rebuking the Corinthians and exhorting them to look at his
example as one of lowliness and humility, one which learned to love and get along with
others, even those who persecuted him. His purpose in saying this was for the good of
the Corinthians because he wanted them to repent and grow to maturity such that they
would have an abundance of rewards in heaven. They needed this admonishment, and it
wasin their best interest. Paul loved them as afather loves his children, and his purpose
was not to shame them or to enjoy making them feel bad. It wasto give them the truth
which would set them free and lead them into life that istruly to the full, which isalife
of surrender and sacrifice. It isadifficult messageto give, but Paul, in great love,
delivered it to the Corinthians.

15For if you wereto have countlesstutorsin Christ, yet you would not have many
fathers, for in Christ Jesus| became your father through the gospel.
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16Thereforel exhort you, beimitator s of me.

Paul views himself as a sort of spiritual father of the Corinthian church because it was he
who first went to them with the gospel. It was he who led them to faith by the grace of
God. Thus, given how much he loves them and the instrumental role he has played in
their lives, he desires to give them direction and to be an example of godliness for them.
Others may come who will teach them about Christ, but only Paul was there at the
beginning. Thus, he wants to be sure to lead them in the right way and to set a good
example for them. Y et the Corinthians must watch, learn, and follow him (Philippians
4:9).

17For thisreason | have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child
in theLord, and hewill remind you of my wayswhich arein Christ, just as| teach
everywherein every church.

Paul sent Timothy to them, another person whom he loves and has discipled in the Lord,
to remind them of Paul’ s ways, example, and instruction in Christ. What Paul teaches
consistently to churches everywhere, he wants Timothy to teach to them.

18Now some have become arrogant, as though | wer e not coming to you.

19But | will cometo you soon, if theLord wills, and | shall find out, not the words
of those who are arrogant but their power.

20For the kingdom of God does not consist in words but in power.

Some of the Corinthians were feeling the power of not having Paul there to confront
them, so they acted arrogantly and furthered the strife and division that was present. Paul
does desire and expect to visit them soon, if God wills and alows him to, and when he
does he plans to find out who the troublemakers are. Those who oppose the will of God
are not serving God but the enemy, and Paul will find out who is of the enemy. Their
words will reveal them, but the issue is whether they are of the kingdom of God or not
and seeking to advance it. Those who are not working for the kingdom will need to be
challenged and confronted. The kingdom of God is a spiritual reality with the power of
God behind it. Those who oppose thisreality serve adifferent power, and this must be
dealt with.

21What do you desire? Shall | cometo you with arod, or with love and a spirit of
gentleness?

Paul issues afirm challenge to those who are doing evil. He can come gently and
lovingly to those who have received this exhortation, or, if they remain hardened and
fleshly, he may have to come with arod, invoking his apostolic authority to put people
out of the fellowship and turn them over to Satan (1 Corinthians 5:5, Matthew 18:15-18).

1 Corinthians5

14



lit isactually reported that thereisimmorality among you, and immor ality of such
akind asdoes not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has hisfather's wife.
2Y ou have become arrogant and have not mour ned instead, so that the one who
had done this deed would be removed from your midst.

The Corinthian church was a very tolerant church, failing to discipline thosein flagrant,
unrepentant sin, even sin worse than would be reported among the Gentiles. It was said
that some were sleeping with their own mothers, a heinous immorality. If the Corinthian
church allowed this kind of behavior to continue knowingly, what wouldn’t they tolerate?
Thiswas a very worldly church which had grown soft to sin and open to compromise and
immorality. Rather than mourn, they became arrogant and failed to remove the guilty
one from the fellowship. When church discipline was needed, the church failed its
calling.

3For |, on my part, though absent in body but present in spirit, have already
judged him who has so committed this, asthough | were present.

4In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you are assembled, and | with you in spirit,
with the power of our Lord Jesus,

51 have decided to deliver such a oneto Satan for the destruction of hisflesh, so
that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

Paul, even though not actually present in Corinth, had decided what to do when he got
there. He would assemble the people, and in the name of Jesus and with His power,
deliver the unfaithful immoral believer over to Satan. The purpose of thiswas to
communicate to the church that sin could not be tolerated in its midst because of the
corrupting influence it has (v. 6). Secondly, it was for the potential restoration of the
sinning believer. The hardened sinner needed to suffer the shame of being put out of the
church and to lose out on the benefits of fellowship. If he loved Satan more than God, he
would have to see what Satan would do to him when the church wasn't there to buffer, or
in this case, aid and abet hissin. The sinner needed to be forced to let sin work its full
destructive force so that he might yet call out to God in this lifetime.

6Y our boasting isnot good Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole
lump of dough?

7Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just asyou arein fact
unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.

8Thereforelet us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of
malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

Paul uses leaven (yeast) to describe the effects sin has on the body of Christ. A little bit
that goes on tolerated and unconfronted in the body of Christ can pollute and contaminate
the entire church. It creates an attitude of arrogance and compromise that God hates.

The corrupting influence must be removed from the fellowship so that the lump of dough,
the church, can be made new and clean once again. Christ died for sinsonce for al that
we might not continue in sin but be set free from its power. Thus, to continue in sinisto
spurn our Lord and Hiswork on the cross. Sin must be confronted, and church discipline
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must be carried out for the sake of our Lord and for our own purity and preservation. The
church was to come together to remember the sacrifice of Christ, not in wickedness and
malice but in purity and truth. Thisisthe only way that God could be honored.

91 wroteyou in my letter not to associate with immoral people;

10I did not at all mean with the immoral people of thisworld, or with the covetous
and swindlers, or with idolaters, for then you would haveto go out of the world.
11But actually, | wroteto you not to associate with any so-called brother if heisan
immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or areviler, or adrunkard, or a
swindler--not even to eat with such a one.

Paul had written to the Corinthians some time earlier to exhort them not to fellowship and
keep association with those who claimed to be Christians who lived in immorality of any
kind. Rebellious, hardened believers have an extremely defiling and corrupting influence
on the body as awhole. Paul is not saying not to associate with unbelievers, for
unbelievers are expected to live in evil ways. They need to be loved and given the gospel
of Christ. Itisnot right to hide out from them, ignore them, spurn them for their evil, or
hate them. They must be loved, prayed for, and witnessed to. Christ Himself was the
friend of sinners (Matthew 11:19), and it is not for us to ignore the world. We areinit,
but not of it. So it makes no senseto try to go out of the world and not let salt be salt and
light be light (Matthew 5:13-16). The message Paul istrying to communicate is that
Christians must stop associating with a professing brother or sister who refuses to repent.
How drastic must the refusal to associate be? Paul saysthat Christians shouldn’t even
share ameal with such aone. Those who are put out of the church need to know that
they are still loved and are welcome back when they repent, but they cannot enjoy the
benefits of fellowship. To fail to separate from a believer who ishardened in sinisto
encourage him to continue in sin and to risk being compromised also. Thereisatime for
reasoning, confrontation, and loving care and counsel, and then there comes atime for
one to be cut off from fellowship. If the church actually practiced thisfor all sins as Paul
suggests it should do, then it would be a much purer place with a much stronger
testimony.

12For what havel to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are
within the church?

13But those who are outside, God judges. REMOVE THE WICKED MAN FROM
AMONG YOURSELVES.

It is not the place of the Christian to judge and condemn outsiders, for those who are
headed to hell will live for self. We aready know this. They don’t need judgment, and
Christ didn’t come to condemn them (John 3:17). He came to seek and save them (Luke
19:10), and so must we. However, we should discipline those who profess to be part of
the church but who live consistently in sin. These need to be confronted as per the steps
in Matthew 18:15-18, and if they still do not repent, they need to be put out of the
fellowship. The goal is aways restoration, and letting sin go unchecked and
unchallenged with no consequences, is not going to bring restoration. If a church family
loves one of its own who has fallen into rebellion, it must be willing to confront. If
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confrontation fails, then it is time for being removed from fellowship and choosing not to
associate with them on Sunday or anytime.

1 Corinthians 6

1Does any one of you, when he has a case against his neighbor, dareto go to law
befor e the unrighteous and not befor e the saints?

20r do you not know that the saintswill judge the world? If theworld isjudged by
you, are you not competent to constitute the smallest law courts?

3Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more matters of thislife?
450 if you have law courts dealing with mattersof thislife, do you appoint them as
judgeswho are of no account in the church?

51 say thisto your shamelsit so, that thereisnot among you one wise man who will
be able to decide between his brethren,

6but brother goesto law with brother, and that before unbeliever s?

7Actually, then, it isalready a defeat for you, that you have lawsuits with one
another. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded?

80n the contrary, you your selves wrong and defraud. You do this even to your
brethren.

Paul is adamant that believers do not go to court against one another. To do this
communicates that God is not able to resolve the conflict or that the Bible doesn’'t give
the necessary information or resources to solve conflict and work out problems. Itisa
very poor testimony to the world, which as Paul has already communicated, doesn’t have
the wisdom of God. Why does the church, which has access to God’ s wisdom and the
mind of Christ, have to go to the world which doesn’t have this wisdom in order to be
reconciled? It doesn’t even make sense. There should be plenty of people with wisdom
in the local church to be able to help rectify aconflict. The church will judge angelsin
the future, so it only makes sense that they can work out the disputes of life (2 Peter 1:3).
They will rule with Christ in the future kingdom, so it only makes sense that they can
figure things out now by the grace of God. Just because a person has alaw degree does
not mean they have the wisdom of God. There must be those within the church who can
help resolve these conflicts, so there is no reason for brother to take brother to a secular
court. If only those in the situation are humble, things can be worked out. Even if oneis
at wrong, it isworth the other being defrauded for the sake of not communicating to the
world that the church is evil or incompetent. Y et the Corinthians were bringing lawsuits
against one another, and they were indeed defrauding one another. Thisistheinitial
problem. If brother can’t be trusted by brother, the church isawreck. This must be
fixed, and if it is, then there will be no need for lawsuits, which is how it should be
among brothers.

90r do you not know that the unrighteouswill not inherit the kingdom of God? Do
not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate,
nor homosexuals,

10nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will
inherit the kingdom of God.
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11Such wer e some of you; but you wer e washed, but you wer e sanctified, but you
werejustified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.

Paul is shocked at the level of unrighteousness in the church which presents the
possibility that some of those who profess to be saved may be deceiving themselves. The
unrighteous will not inherit heaven, and some of these sure seem to fit the bill. Listed as
examples of ungodliness and unrighteousness is idolatry, premarital sex or any kind of
sex outside of the confines of love in marriage and according to the principles of
Scripture, adultery, men taking on the role of women and rejecting their God-given
masculinity, homosexuality, stealing, coveting, getting drunk, mockers, and con-men.
When these kinds of things occur in the church, discipline must occur or else the church
will evaporate into worldliness as the ungodly lead, deceive, and exploit the godly. Many
of the Corinthians had been sinners according to Paul’ slist, but they were saved, having
been washed in the blood of Christ and purified from sin. They were justified, having
been declared by God as saints rather than sinners. The ungodly can become godly by
the grace of God, and this should be the overwhelming testimony of the church. Church
discipline preserves godliness and a pure testimony.

12All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All thingsare
lawful for me, but | will not be mastered by anything.

Just because we are under grace rather than under law (Romans 6:14) does not mean that
graceislicenseto sin (Romans 6:2). Grace isthe power and ability to fulfill the law of
Christ which islove, selflessness, service, sacrifice, and surrender. It is not indulgence or
arrogance. Two guidelines for choosing whether or not to engage in a certain behavior
are whether or not it is profitable and whether or not it enslaves. Sin is destructive and
enslaving, so it needs to be avoided at all costs. But if abehavior has some positive
effect, drawing us closer to the Lord and keeping us from evil, then it isfineto engage in
it. Wemust stay away, however, from anything that masters our hearts and souls, for we
can’'t serve God and something else (Matthew 6:24). The Christian lifeisalife of
freedom (John 8:31-32), for we have been set free by the truth. Our freedom however is
freedom from the bondage of sin, not freedom to not have to obey God. Obedienceisthe
only way to remain free. The Corinthians clearly were abusing the idea of Christian
freedom, and they needed to start obeying.

13Food isfor the stomach and the stomach isfor food, but God will do away with
both of them Yet the body isnot for immorality, but for theLord, and theLord is
for the body.

14Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will also raise usup through His
power .

It appears that the Corinthians were influenced by thinking that suggested that the body is
disconnected from the spirit such that sin in the body might not affect the soul. Thisis
dualism, and it isnot Biblical. To sin with the body is serious, and it isa sin against God.
The body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, so defrauding the body is the same as
defrauding God. Even though the body is not going to inherit heaven, it is still attached

18



to the spirit on earth such that committing immorality affects the whole person, not
merely the flesh and bones. We will be given anew body one day (Romans 8:11), and it
isimportant that our body glorifies God even now, as we know it will later. The body is
given by God to serve the Lord and for the Lord to indwell. It isnot for sin and
attachment to the devil.

15Do you not know that your bodies are membersof Christ? Shall | then take away
the members of Christ and make them membersof a prostitute? May it never be!
160r do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body
with her? For Hesays, " THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH."

17But the onewho joins himself to the Lord isone spirit with Him.

Spiritually, being the church, we are the bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:32). We are also
members of His body, He being the head (Colossians 1:18). Thus, corrupting ourselves
in sexual immorality is highly offensive to the Lord. Members of Christ’s body should
not be being joined with a prostitute. Sexual immorality leads one to be joined to another
person in adeep physical and emotional bond. Thisbond is designed only for the
covenant relationship of marriage. There isto be aone-flesh redlity that is physical,
emotional, and spiritual, as well as practical. Sexua immorality removes the
commitment for a cheap physical thrill. Thus, thisfeeling of onenessis destructive
because there is a pull to a person that has made not commitment of marriage faithfulness
or relationship. Thisleadsto frustration, destruction, discouragement, disappointment,
and afeeling of internal division. The sexual union is a powerful thing, and it works
properly only in the bond of marriage. The one who isin a saving relationship with
Christ is one spirit with Him given that he is part of Hisbody. Itisevil to take what is
Christ’sand join it to a prostitute. The destructive forceis great.

18Fleeimmorality. Every other sin that a man commitsis outside the body, but the
immoral man sinsagainst hisown body.

190r do you not know that your body isatemple of the Holy Spirit whoisin you,
whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

20For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.

Immorality must be fled from because of its severe consequences in addition to the mere
fact that itissin. Sin isaways destructive, but sexual immorality is particularly
destructive because of the effectsit has on aperson. Most sins are outside the body.
There might be internal guilt and emotional struggle, but there is not afeeling of damage
and carnage at the deepest heart and soul level. Sexua immorality, since sex targets the
deepest needs, feelings, and longings of the human heart, also can corrupt a person at the
deepest level, causing them to feel incurably dirty, used, divided, fragmented, and
incomplete. Sex outside of marriage robs a person of his most priceless possession
outside of Christ which ishiswholeness asaperson. Torip amarriage apart istorip a
person apart. To have sex outside of marriage is also to rip a person apart. Sexual
immorality has devastating effects to the body, the mind, the heart, and the soul. Thus,
we should live morally and in purity since the Spirit indwells our bodies. We don’t even
own our bodies, but God owns us and rents space, so to speak, to Himself, namely the
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Holy Spirit. He purchased us through the blood of Christ to be His own possession, and
that means He should be able to have Hiswill done in our hearts and lives. In light of the
fact that God indwells us, is one spirit with us, and owns us, we had better obey and
glorify Him in our body. How we live in the body matters because it affects us and our
Lord.

1 Corinthians 7

1INow concer ning the things about which you wrote, it isgood for a man not to
touch a woman.

2But because of immoralities, each man isto have his own wife, and each woman is
to have her own husband.

Evidently, the Corinthians had written Paul earlier with some questions about marriage.
Paul saysthat it isfine and acceptable for a person to remain celibate (see Matthew 19:12
for examples of Biblical celibacy). Yet, given that sexual desireis good and of God,
those who are called to marriage will have a good and healthy outlet to express their
sexual desires. Marriage is one man for one woman as Paul clearly identifies. And sex is
to be only between the man and his wife.

3The husband must fulfill hisduty to hiswife, and likewise also the wifeto her
husband.

4The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does; and
likewise also the husband does not have authority over hisown body, but the wife
does.

5Stop depriving one another, except by agreement for a time, so that you may
devote yourselvesto prayer, and come together again so that Satan will not tempt
you because of your lack of self-control.

6But this| say by way of concession, not of command.

Within the marriage relationship, both partners have needs. The wifeisto look out for
the needs of her husband, and the husband is to look out for her needs. Paul hasin mind
the sexual needsin particular. If both partners are getting their needs fulfilled by the
other, falling into temptation isfar lesslikely. Wives should realize that the husband has
authority over their bodies, and husbands should realize that wives have authority over
their bodies. Thissimply reinforcestheideathat it is not right to keep one’s body from
satisfying a legitimate need for the partner. The partner has aright to enjoy the other, and
the other should not stop them from doing this. To deprive one another iswrong, and it
must be stopped. Sexual expression is normal, good, and healthy in marriage because of
the unifying force is brings and cultivates. There may be atime to agree together to
abstain for atime such as for prayer, but it should also be agreed upon when the timeto
come back together is. It appearsthat it shouldn’t be too long of a gap given that Satan
will try to exploit the situation. The concession Paul is speaking of isin verse 2 when he
says that marriage is necessary because of immoralities that would otherwise occur.
Thus, heis not commanding people to get married, but he is saying that some people are
better off marrying than committing immorality because they are unable to harness their
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desires. Obedience in marriage is better than disobedience as asingle person. Thisishis
point.

7Yet | wish that all men were even as| myself am However, each man has hisown
gift from God, onein this manner, and another in that.

His wish, however, isthat all people could be single as he is such that they could devote
themselves wholly to the work of the kingdom rather than having to care for the needs of
family aswell. Yet herealizesthat God has not gifted all that way, and some are not
able, as hewas, to remain celibate. To impose celibacy upon a person with a desire and
call to marriageisfoolish, evil, and wrong. Paul understands this, and thus he goes on to
giveinstruction concerning marriage.

8But | say totheunmarried and to widowsthat it isgood for them if they remain
even as|l.

9But if they do not have self-control, let them marry; for it isbetter to marry than
to burn with passion.

Those who are unmarried or who are widowed can stay as they are and be morally in the
right. Yet if they lack self-control because they desire the intimacy of marriage, then
they should marry rather than start committing adultery or lust to satisfy their needs. Itis
better for them to marry than to let the passion and desire fester and burn until it leads to
giving in to temptation.

10But tothe married | giveinstructions, not I, but the Lord, that the wife should
not leave her husband

11(but if she does leave, she must remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her
husband), and that the husband should not divor ce hiswife.

For those who are married already, the wife should not |eave the husband or divorce him,
and the husband should not abandon or divorce hiswife. The marriage should remainin
tact, and divorce is not adesirable option. In fact, from the beginning, it has never been
God' s plan (Matthew 19:4-6). God merely alowsit in the instance of adultery (Matthew
19:6) because of reasons of safety and protection for the innocent party, but still, if at all
possible, the marriage should remain in tact legally. Even if divorce occurs, the marriage
isstill in tact before God because of the covenant made (Romans 7:1-3, Maachi 2:14-16,
1 Corinthians 7:39). What is also clear from this passage is that it is not right to divorce
and then remarry. Thisis because of the fact that marriage is a permanent covenant until
the death of aspouse. Thus, to remarry after adivorceis still adultery (Matthew 5:32). If
adivorce occurs, then both parties should remain single. The desirable outcomeis for
them to recommit themsel ves to one another, and thus they should be very wary of the
danger of committing adultery.

12But totherest | say, not theLord, that if any brother hasawifewhoisan
unbeliever, and she consentsto live with him, he must not divorce her.
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13And a woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consentsto live with her,
shemust not send her husband away.

14For the unbelieving husband is sanctified through hiswife, and the unbelieving
wifeissanctified through her believing husband; for otherwise your children are
unclean, but now they are holy.

In the case of a marriage where one spouse is a believer and one is an unbeliever,
obviously conflict will arise because the two are unequally yoked (2 Corinthians 6:14).
But if the unbelieving spouse iswilling to live with the believing partner, then the
believer must not divorce the unbeliever. A marriage should not be ripped apart,
particularly in that the unbeliever could still come to Christ. The believer need not worry
about the children because the children can come to Christ and be saved. The
unbelieving spouse is sanctified in that the Lord watches over the family asif itisa
believing family because of the faith of the one believing spouse. Thus, staying together,
if the unbeliever iswilling to do so, is much better than divorcing.

15Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the sister isnot
under bondagein such cases, but God has called usto peace.

16For how do you know, O wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do
you know, O husband, whether you will save your wife?

If the unbelieving spouse does leave or divorce the other, the one abandoned or divorced
isno longer under bondage. This does not mean that the believer is now free to remarry
because Paul has already explained that in the case of marriage in general that marriage
after divorceiswrong (v. 10). What Paul is saying is that the believer can let the
unbeliever go and live his or her separate life. The believer does not need to feel asif he
or she still needsto live under the same roof, share finances, or these kinds of things.
The practical attachments of marriage are free to dissolve in thisinstance, and the
believer does not need to worry about maintaining these things. Thereisalso no longer a
sexual need to meet (v. 3). Thus, the believer should feel freeto live as a single person,
except that he or she ought not to remarry. God' s call isfor peace, and to force the
unbeliever to stay by any meansisnot Biblical. If the unbeliever wantsto leave, he or
she needs to be allowed to leave for the sake of peace. God isin charge of salvation, and
it is possible that the unbeliever who left could still be saved. Thisis another reason why
the believer should not remarry. The unbeliever might return some day as a saved
spouse. Yet, in the short term when conflict is tense, the believer shouldn’t force the
unbeliever to stay asif he or she could force that person into salvation to preserve the
marriage. Thereisatimeto let the unbeliever go for the sake of peace, and the believer
should pray for salvation and restoration of the marriage.

170nly, asthe Lord has assigned to each one, as God has called each, in this
manner let him walk And so | direct in all the churches.

Christians will find themselves in different walks of life. Some will be single, others will

marry, and still otherswill end up divorced or widowed. The bottom lineisthat in
whatever stage a person finds themselves, they must do things God’ s way and accept the
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reality given them. Thisisall the more reason to marry rightly the first time, and all of
this teaching should motivate individuals to do just that. These principles are not just for
Corinth but for all the churches.

18Was any man called when he was already circumcised? He is not to become
uncircumcised. Has anyone been called in uncircumcision? Heis not to be
circumcised.

19Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but what mattersisthe
keeping of the commandments of God.

20Each man must remain in that condition in which he was called.

Some might get saved after being circumcised, and there is no reason for them to go back
to being uncircumcised. Some might be saved while uncircumcised, and thereis no
reason for them to get circumcised. Circumcision is not the issue but whether or not
somebody keeps the commands of God. The heart is what matters (Romans 2:29), so
each person should remain as they were when saved so that circumcision doesn’t become
an unnecessarily distracting issue.

21Wereyou called while a slave? Do not worry about it; but if you areable also to
becomefree, rather do that.

22For hewho was called in the Lord whilea dave, isthe Lord's freedman; likewise
hewho was called whilefree, isChrist's dave.

23Y ou wer e bought with a price; do not become slaves of men.

24Brethren, each oneisto remain with God in that condition in which hewas
called.

Some were saved when they were slaves. If so, it isfine for them to remain asthey are,
but if they can become free, then they should seek freedom. It isimportant for slavesto
understand that they are free in the Lord, having full dignity as human beings. Those
who are free should realize that they are slaves of Christ, servants of Him called to do His
will. Who apersonisin Christ is thus more important than their statusin life. Those
who are free should not seek to become slaves. God bought them with a price, spiritually
speaking, and as servants of God, they should live in an honorable way but not as slaves.
A Christian should only have one ultimate master and that is Christ Himself. Soif a
person is saved while free, he must stay free. If aperson is saved while aslave, he can
remain aslave or seek freedom if he can get it. But the bottom line is that they need not
worry about their ot in life as much as their spiritual state. If things are right with the
Lord, they can be content whether slave or free.

25Now concerning virgins | have no command of the Lord, but | give an opinion as
onewho by the mercy of the Lord istrustworthy.

261 think then that thisisgood in view of the present distress, that it isgood for a
man to remain asheis.

In light of the difficult time that these believers lived in where persecution was severe,
Paul advised those who were single to remain single, lest they have to deal with the
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heartache of being separated from family or watching family be persecuted. Asasingle
person, one could be spared some of the possibilities of such immense sorrow.

27Areyou bound to a wife? Do not seek to bereleased. Areyou released from a
wife? Do not seek a wife.

28But if you marry, you have not sinned; and if avirgin marries, she has not
sinned. Yet such will havetroublein thislife, and I am trying to spar e you.

If aperson is aready married, then he should stay married and not seek to be released no
matter what happens. Divorceis never God’s plan as Paul has already emphasized. If a
person is divorced, he is not allowed to remarry, but if he is separated because of death,
he would be free to remarry. Yet, Paul’ s advice, in light of the difficult time, isthat he
should not to seek awife. Yet, if one chooses to marry anyway, itisnot asin. It merely
opens the door to the possibility of great loss or sorrow should persecution come to that
family. So virgins can marry or stay single and not sin either way. The important thing
isthat they do what God calls them to do. Paul’s only point in cautioning those who
would be married is to spare them the trouble that they might have in life because of
hardship that comes from being a believer in a hostile environment.

29But this| say, brethren, thetime has been shortened, so that from now on those
who have wives should be asthough they had none;

30and those who weep, as though they did not weep; and those who rejoice, as
though they did not rejoice; and those who buy, asthough they did not possess,
3land those who use the world, as though they did not make full use of it; for the
form of thisworld is passing away.

32But | want you to be free from concern. Onewhoisunmarried is concer ned
about thethingsof theLord, how he may pleasetheLord;

33but onewhoismarried is concerned about the things of the world, how he may
please hiswife,

34and hisinterests are divided. The woman who isunmarried, and thevirgin, is
concer ned about the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and
spirit; but onewhoismarried isconcerned about the things of the world, how she
may please her husband.

35This| say for your own benefit; not to put a restraint upon you, but to promote
what isappropriate and to secure undistracted devotion to the Lord.

Given that timeis short until Christ returns and the that the devil will wreak havoc until
then, it isimportant for believersto live fully devoted to the Lord and without distraction
asmuch asis possible. Obvioudly, thisiseasier for the single person than it is for those
married or with children. Paul’s adviceisto not hold on to thingstoo tightly. One
should not get too excited given that trouble could be just around the corner, but one
needs to be sober and focused on what matters. One should not get overly sad because
time is short and heaven is coming quickly. Those who own things should think as
though they don’t really own things given that they might be separated from their
possessions quickly and given that they can’t take them along after death anyway. Paul’s
desireisthat believers be free from the concerns of the world which can become
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overwhelming. Obvioudly, those who are married, who own things, or who have
children, must tend to those things, but they must do al that they can to not let those
things distract them from the ultimate purpose of their lives, which is serving God.
Those who are single have the advantage of time and fewer distractions, and so they
should be especially diligent to be holy in body and in spirit. Paul isn’t forcing a person
to remain single and not marry, but he smply thinks that it is for their own benefit in this
particular time. Y et each must choose before the Lord what is best and right for him or
her to do according to His principles. Whether single or married, each must strive to
make Christ the ultimate center of attention and devotion in their lives.

36But if any man thinksthat heisacting unbecomingly toward hisvirgin daughter,
if sheispast her youth, and if it must be so, let him do what he wishes, he does not
sin; let her marry.

37But hewho standsfirm in hisheart, being under no constraint, but has authority
over hisown will, and has decided thisin hisown heart, to keep hisown virgin
daughter, hewill do well.

38So then both he who gives hisown virgin daughter in marriage doeswell, and he
who does not give her in marriage will do better.

A father is allowed to keep his virgin daughter from marrying if he believes before the
Lord that that istruly the best thing for her. If he believesthat it is best to give hisvirgin
daughter in marriage, he can do that aswell. In Paul’ s view, he does a good thing to give
her in marriage and a better thing to keep her. We should remember, however, that thisis
in the context of difficult times, and this should be afactor in determining whether or not
afather should agree to marriage for his daughter. The assumption hereisthat the father
is not treating the daughter wrongly but is taking her desires and interests into view as
well because her desires matter (Psalm 37:4, Song of Solomon).

39A wifeisbound aslong as her husband lives; but if her husband isdead, sheis
freeto be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.

40But in my opinion sheis happier if sheremainsassheis; and | think that | also
have the Spirit of God.

Paul reiterates the fact that marriage isfor life until one of the spouses dies. If thewife's
husband dies, the woman can be remarried to whomever she desires aslong as the person
isabeliever. A principle hereisthat believers can marry whomever they desire aslong
asit linesup with the Biblical criteria of what a person should look for in amate. Paul’s
opinion is that the widow will be happier to remain single than to try to remarry, but this
is not an absolute command for all widows (see 1 Timothy 5:11-14).

1 Corinthians 8
1INow concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge
Knowledge makes arrogant, but love edifies.

2If anyone supposes that he knows anything, he has not yet known as he ought to
know;
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3but if anyone loves God, heisknown by Him.

The Corinthian culture was very idolatrous and pagan, and the church at times found
itself having to deal with the situation of buying or eating food that had been sacrificed to
idols. The pagans wanted the blessing of the false deities, whereas believers prayed for
God’s blessing on food. Did the pagan ritual make the bread uneatable for the
Christians? For most believers at Corinth, the food that was sacrificed to idols was not an
issue of any real concern. Thisis because they had knowledge, knowledge that informed
them that the pagan deities don’t really exist because they are not God. Thus, there has
been no harm done to the food because there are no gods to do the food harm. Y et Paul
isgoing to explain that there are those who don’t have such knowledge and that, for
them, eating this food sacrificed to idols could be a defiling thing for their conscience.
Even though they would not actually be doing wrong, they would think that they were
doing wrong because of their lack of understanding. Thisis a destructive experience to
their walk with Christ, and thus those who possess the knowledge must not let that
knowledge make them so arrogant that they influence a brother without proper
knowledge to eat and go against his conscience. If it protects abrother from sin, it is
worth not eating the food. Love always edifies the brother or sister in Christ, and it is
imperative that love guides one’ s decision in this matter and in any matter where issues
of conscience comeinto play (Romans 14). None of us know all things, but only God
knows all things. None of us are fully advanced or perfected in our knowledge, and so,
even those who think they have knowledge need to be careful lest they defile their own
consciences because of arrogance and pride. Knowledge is agood thing, and we should
keep seeking it, lest we get led astray (Hosea 4:6). Y et, love must guide our pursuit of
knowledge, and knowledge should move usto love others and consider their well-being
ahead of our own. Our boast is not to be defined by what we know but that God knows
usand loves us. And God loves our brothers and sisters as much as He loves us, so we
must respect their needs and where they are at in respect to spiritual maturity.

4T her efor e concer ning the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we know that thereis
no such thing asan idol in theworld, and that thereisno God but one.

5For even if there are so-called gods whether in heaven or on earth, asindeed there
are many gods and many lords,

6yet for usthereisbut one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we exist
for Him; and oneLord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through
Him.

7However not all men have this knowledge; but some, being accustomed to theidol
until now, eat food asif it were sacrificed to an idol; and their conscience being
weak is defiled.

8But food will not commend usto God; we are neither the worseif we do not eat,
nor the better if we do eat.

Thereis only one true God Who has created all things, food included, and we exist for
Hisglory. Our lives are hidden with Christ in God for the purpose of bringing glory to
Christ. Christ holds all things together. Since there are no other deities that are true,
even though men have many gods and lords that they might worship, the food sacrificed
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to idols can be eaten by believers. The problem is that some believers who had formerly
worshipped idols can't eat the food which has been sacrificed to idols without feeling
guilty asif they are participating in their former sin once again. Of course, if they truly
understood things, they should be able to freely eat. Yet thisis not where they were at
spiritually, so for them, eating would be sin because it would not be from faith (Romans
14:23). What isimportant to remember here is that eating this food is not something that
commends usto God. Eating the food is not arequired command of God. If we don’t eat
it, wedon’'t do any harm. If we do eat it, we might do our weaker brother some harm.
But thereis no glory necessarily in choosing to eat it. So the issue of the most
importance in choosing whether or not to eat this food ought to be the state of our
brother.

9But take carethat thisliberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling
block to the weak.

10For if someone sees you, who have knowledge, dining in an idol'stemple, will not
his conscience, if heisweak, be strengthened to eat things sacrificed to idols?

11For through your knowledge he who isweak isruined, the brother for whose
sake Christ died.

12And so, by sinning against the brethren and wounding their conscience when it is
weak, you sin against Christ.

13Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, | will never eat meat again, so
that | will not cause my brother to stumble.

Paul’s conclusion isthat if we might stumble our brother into sin by influencing him to
eat when his understanding in his conscience tells him that he should not, we do wrong.
We are better off not eating for the sake of our brother. To sin in thisway would be to
sin against our brother and against Christ because of the weakness of his conscience. For
him, eating is sin because it goes against what he knows and sensesin his conscience as
far aswhat isright and what iswrong. He lacks the knowledge that could set him free,
and in the meantime, eating for him is sin becauseit is not from faith. Thereisno glory
in ruining a brother for the sake of eating some food. He is so much more important, and
we should remember that Christ died for him aswell. So Paul’ s exhortation to the
Corinthiansis not to go into the temple of idols to buy or eat food not because it is
inherently sinful but because it could lead a weaker brother astray. The strong need to
learn to limit their freedom when others who are weak might be watching and, as aresult,
be prone to follow in their example and be stumbled into sin.

1 Corinthians9

1Am | not free? Am | not an apostle? Have |l not seen Jesusour Lord? Areyou not
my work in the Lord?

2If to others| am not an apostle, at least | am to you; for you arethe seal of my
apostleship in the Lord.

3My defense to those who examine meisthis:

4Do we not have aright to eat and drink?

27



5Do we not have aright to take along a believing wife, even astherest of the
apostles and the brothersof the Lord and Cephas?
60r do only Barnabasand | not havearight to refrain from working?

Paul defends his freedom in Christ and his rights as an apostle, though he does not choose
to usethem (v. 12). Heisan apostle because he had seen the risen Christ firsthand and
had been commissioned by God to build the church and take the gospel to the Gentiles.
Thus, as aminister of the gospel, he deserved to be financially supported. He had aright
to have the meansto eat and drink, to take awife who would also be supported (as Peter
and the other apostles did), and to refrain from working because hiswork was as a
missionary and steward of the gospel. The Corinthians should know firsthand that Paul
was an apostle because he went to them with the gospel before any others. In that sense,
their conversion proves his commissioning and apostleship. Thus, of all people, they
should understand that he would have some God-given rights as a minister of the gospel,
namely to be financially supported.

7Who at any time serves as a soldier at hisown expense? Who plantsa vineyard
and does not eat thefruit of it? Or who tends a flock and does not use the milk of
the flock?

8l am not speaking these things accor ding to human judgment, am 1? Or does not
the Law also say these things?

9For it iswritten in the Law of Moses, " YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX
WHILE HE ISTHRESHING " God isnot concerned about oxen, isHe?

100r isHe speaking altogether for our sake? Yes, for our sakeit waswritten,
because the plowman ought to plow in hope, and the thresher to thresh in hope of
sharing the crops.

111f we sowed spiritual thingsin you, isit too much if wereap material thingsfrom
you?

12If otherssharetheright over you, do we not more? Nevertheless, we did not use
thisright, but we endure all things so that we will cause no hindranceto the gospel
of Christ.

Soldiers get reimbursed for their service. They are fed, they have a place to leep, and
often times they are reimbursed financially so that their families can be supported back
home. Those who plant avineyard eat some of its produce as their reward for their labor.
Those who tend aflock take of some of the milk for themselves. Even the secular world
understands the idea of retribution for services rendered, and it is true that even the Law
implies that those who work should be paid for their labor. God doesn’t want the
apostles or any who serve Him as a full-time occupation to be “muzzled”’ by undue
financia burden such that they are unable to do the ministry to which they have been
called. Itisvery difficult to support oneself and do ministry full-time, and God doesn’t
expect this of His servants. As an apostle, Paul had the right to hope for financial help
from those for whom he labored for the sake of the gospel. He sowed spiritual things and
had the right before God to reap financially or materially from them in order to have the
basic needs of life met. It is possible that the Corinthians were supporting some of the
leading brothers at their fellowship, and if so, certainly they should understand Paul’s
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right to be supported, given that he first took the gospel to them and continues to pray for
them and serve them. Y et he explains that he has never used this right to take financial
support from the Corinthians lest it become a hindrance to his ministry (he did take
support from at least some other churches- Philippians 4:15-16). He didn’'t want the
Corinthians to say that Paul preached for the financial gain it brought him. Paul wanted
no oneto be able to bring a charge against him, albeit false, that he was doing what he
was doing because of money. Thus he endured all things, working as a tentmaker in
addition to doing ministry, so that none could give a credible accusation against him of
exploiting hisright in the gospel.

13Do you not know that those who perform sacred services eat the food of the
temple, and those who attend regularly to the altar have their share from thealtar?
14So also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from
the gospel.

15But | have used none of these things And | am not writing these things so that it
will bedone so in my casg; for it would be better for meto die than have any man
make my boast an empty one.

Those who performed the temple services in the Old Testament were supported by taking
aportion of the sacrifices given. If the people stopped giving to the Lord, those in the
service of the Lord suffered. Thus, in the New Testament, the Lord desires that those
who proclaim the gospel get their living from the gospel. They should not have to labor
in the gospel and still have to try to do something else to provide for themselves and their
family. To haveto do thisisagreat burden, and it detracts from the quality and quantity
of ministry that a servant of God is able to do. A pastor should not feel guilty for taking
of the tithes and offerings for himself or his family, but he should not take more than
needed in addition to making sure that those in his care are getting their needs met first.
Paul, however, decided not to take money, and this was his choice before God. It didn’t
make him extra-righteous, but it merely served to keep him from being falsely judged.
He explains that he doesn’t want the Corinthians to start giving him money, for that is not
why he writes what he iswriting. His purpose is simply so that hislife does not bring a
hindrance to the gospel of Christ (v. 12), and for him to start taking money now would be
to undo something he has worked hard to accomplish. The Lord had enabled himto live
this way, and there was no reason to change things now.

16For if | preach the gospdl, | have nothing to boast of, for | am under compulsion;
for woeismeif | do not preach the gospel.

17For if | dothisvoluntarily, | have areward; but if against my will, | havea
stewar dship entrusted to me.

18What then ismy reward? That, when | preach the gospel, | may offer the gospel
without charge, so asnot to make full use of my right in the gospel.

Paul does not pat himself on the back for preaching the gospel because he is simply doing
what is required of him and what God has called him to do. He does not gloat in his
service for Christ asif he is doing something above and beyond the call, but he
recognizes that as a believer, thisiswho he is and what he is expected to do. He knows
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that if he did not preach the gospel, he would be judged by God accordingly. Thus, there
isasense in which he was compelled to preach the gospel, and the same goesfor us. Yet
Paul is not saying that he preaches against hiswill, though if it cameto it, he probably
would. Paul preaches voluntarily, and awilling heart which is dedicated to serving God
brings eternal rewards. To do it because he has to but not because he wants to would
merely be a discharge of a stewardship. But to do it because he lovesthe Lord is worthy
of areward. Motives matter in kingdom service. Paul’s reward was not any money he
would get from preaching the gospel. Hisreward was to be able to simply have the
chance to preach the gospel and to do it free of charge. For him, being a preacher was a
privilege and an honor, and he enjoyed the fact that he did not need to take up an offering
for hisservice. Thiswas a privilege Paul had, but it is not required of all ministers.

19For though | am free from all men, | have made myself a slaveto all, so that |
may win more.

20Tothe Jews| became asa Jew, so that | might win Jews; to those who are under
the Law, asunder the Law though not being myself under the Law, so that | might
win those who are under the Law;

21to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without the law of
God but under thelaw of Christ, so that I might win those who are without law.
22To theweak | became weak, that | might win the weak; | have become all things
to all men, so that | may by all means save some.

231 do all thingsfor the sake of the gospel, so that | may become a fellow partaker
of it.

Paul takes no financial help not because he doesn’'t have aright to it but because he
doesn’t want to come across by those who might falsely judge him as having secondary
motives or a hidden agenda of making money. He has chosen to be a slave to all people,
even though heisfree. In other words, he sacrifices some of his rights so that he can go
above and beyond the call of duty to bring the gospel to those whom he loves. He
doesn’t want to lose any potential converts simply because they see him take up an
offering. Such he would be free to do, but he chooses rather to put the interests of the
listeners ahead of his own. When he preached to the Jews, he acted as if he was under
the Law, though he wasn’t under it. He didn’t have to keep the feasts or wear the garb
and so on, but he would have done al that he could to not make an issue out of things
that weren't the primary issue. Surely, he wasn't afraid to speak of the limitations of the
Law and of Christ Who had fulfilled the Law. That iswhy the Jews tried to kill him on
SO many occasions. His message wasn't easily received, but his lifestyle certainly wasn't
to blame for hisrejection and persecution. He didn’t attack the Jews for being Jews, but
he made the issue that of their rejecting the Messiah. To the Gentiles who didn’t have the
Law, Paul didn’t try to force the Law upon them before he gave them the gospel. He still
believed in the Law of God, and he practiced the law of Christ, loving God and others.

Y et his purpose was to share the gospel and not get distracted by trying to change the
Gentilesinto Jews, for such was not the mission of the gospel. The issue was the state of
the heart of the Gentiles, and they needed to come to know Christ first and foremost, not
to become scholars of Old Testament Law. Never is Paul saying that he lived lawlessly
or disobediently in order to better relate to the pagans. He never changed his theology or
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compromised hismorals. His point is merely that he limited his freedom so that nothing
he did became a hindrance to his reasoning for preaching, which was to win more as the
gospel went forth. He became all things to all peopleto try to win some, and he did this
for the sake of the gospel. Sin, Christ, and repentance unto salvation were the issues at
hand for Paul, not other secondary cultural issues that could be reformed later if
necessary or |eft alone if morally neutral anyway. Paul preached because he wanted to be
part of God swill at work in the world in bringing people to Himself. Hisfervency in
preaching the gospel was also further evidence of his apostleship and having been
changed by Christ.

24Do you not know that those who run in araceall run, but only onereceivesthe
prize? Run in such a way that you may win.

25Everyone who competesin the games exer cises self-control in all things They
then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.

26Thereforel run in such away, as not without aim; | box in such away, as not
beating the air;

27but | discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after | have preached to
others, I myself will not be disqualified.

Paul was driven and passionate to see as many people saved as possible which requires
him to preach the gospel boldly and to as many people as God gives him opportunity.
Whether in jail, before a civil leader, in a synagogue, or on the streets, he preached
because he ran the race of lifein Christ towin. Thisisnot to say that those who don’t
preach as faithfully lose, but the point is that we are al to run as if we want to win. That
is, we areto do all that we can according to our gifting and according to the opportunities
God gives us to advance the kingdom. We will be held accountable for how we use what
God entrusts to us, whether health, time, energy, money, opportunity, gifts, influence, etc.
The Greeks held the Olympic games and the Isthmian games. The Isthmian games were
held in Corinth, so thiswas aready analogy for the spiritual life which the believers there
would have understood. Those who train for such events have incredible willpower and
self-control. Their discipline and training is very rigid, and thisiswhat is required in
order to compete and win at the highest level. The spiritual paralel isthat we must be
diligent and disciplined in our walk with Christ in order to win rewardsin heaven. The
athletes ran in order to receive a perishable wreath, whereas we run for the sake of the
gospel for eternal rewards that never rust or die. Paul doesn't live hislife half-heartedly
or carelessly but purposefully and with aclear aim. Heis not like arunner confused as to
where the finish lineis or a boxer who throws punches that never land. He wants his
punches to land, and he wants to be the first across the finish line. In order to do this, he
disciplines his body (which is still vulnerable because of the sinful flesh) such that it is
made subservient to the will of God. Paul is not speaking of some kind of self-abasement
but of one who learnsto present his members as members of righteousness (Romans
6:13, 19) as he walks by faith and lets God take control of hiswill and desires. Heis not
going to let his bodily impulses lead him into temptation, but he takes thoughts captive
unto obedience to Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5). Paul was tempted like we all are and
certainly wasn't without error, yet he steadfastly served Christ and lived victoriously
because of the prize to come (Philippians 3:13-14). Thelast thing Paul wanted to do was
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to preach the gospel of confessing and repenting from sin (1 Corinthians 15:34) and then
to sin himself. To live adouble-lifeisto disqualify oneself from ministry because it
renders one untrustworthy and hypocritical. Thus, Paul strove to live out what he
preached so that he would not be disqualified from laboring for Christ and storing up
eternal rewards. If we keep our eyes on the prize, we are much more likely to stay
disciplined and not get disqualified by giving into temptation. But we must keep fighting
and living by faith. We must also train ourselves in the Word so that we are adequate and
equipped for every good (2 Timothy 3:16-17) work which God will give us opportunity
to do (Ephesians 2:10).

1 Corinthians 10

1For | do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fatherswereall under the
cloud and all passed through the sea;

2and all were baptized into Mosesin the cloud and in the sea;

3and all ate the same spiritual food;

4and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual
rock which followed them; and therock was Christ.

Paul speaks of some of the commonalities of the Jewish people, he being a Jew himself.
They all wandered in the wilderness with God leading them by a pillar of fire by night
and acloud by day (Exodus 13:21). They all followed Moses as their leader and received
the Law of God from him. They all ate manna and drank from the rock which
miraculously gave forth water (Exodus 16:15, 17:6). The Rock which followed | srael
was Christ, He being God. The pre-incarnate Christ was there with Isragl in their
wanderings looking out for them and providing for them.

5Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; for they werelaid low
in the wilder ness.

6Now these things happened as examplesfor us, so that we would not crave evil
things asthey also craved.

7Do not beidolaters, as some of them were; asit iswritten, " THE PEOPLE SAT
DOWN TO EAT AND DRINK, AND STOOD UPTO PLAY."

8Nor let usact immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in
oneday.

9Nor let ustry the Lord, as some of them did, and wer e destroyed by the ser pents.
10Nor grumble, as some of them did, and wer e destroyed by the destroyer.

11Now these things happened to them as an example, and they werewritten for our
instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.

Most of the Israelites who had escaped Egypt ended up dying in the wilderness because
of their lack of faith to go into Canaan and take it. Others died at various judgments of
God along the way because of their evil and disobedience. We are to be mindful of how
easy it isto fall into temptation and that God disciplines His beloved children when we
sin (Hebrews 12:6). Sin has consequences, and we must take sin seriously. Quoting
from Exodus 32:6, Paul explains how the people were idolaters and immoral. They did
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their sacrifices in the morning and then went to play, which implies sexual immorality.
Their minds were set on evil, and their hypocrisy didn’t bother them. After the immoral
idol worship and orgy in Exodus 32 at Sinai, God killed 23,000 of the Israglites, 3,000 at
the hand of the Levites (Exodus 32:28) and presumably the other 20,000 by divine
destruction (Exodus 32:35). The Levites were the only ones recorded to still be for the
Lord, but as usual, there was afaithful remnant. The lesson isto be faithful so that we
don’t try the Lord with sin, lack of faith, disobedience, or grumbling and complaining.
The Israelites died of fiery serpents (Numbers 21:6) because of complaining against Him,
and they died at the hand of the destroyer, an angel of God, because of rebellion
(presumably referencing the plague of Numbers 16). All of this should serve as an
example to remind us how to live and to teach usto fear the Lord. The Scriptureis
written for our instruction in thistime. As Romans 15:4 says, “For whatever was written
in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” God always proves Himself to be
powerful, sovereign, and faithful. Thereis no need to test His anger when we can be sure
of Hislove, goodness, and the hope and joy that comes from serving Him.

12T hereforelet him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall.

Korah's rebellion recorded in Numbers 16 speaks of 250 men who took their stand in
defiance against God and were swallowed up by the earth. They thought they could stand
on their own against God and win, but they were wrong. They wanted to worship God
their own way, but God isfirm in how Heisto be worshipped. They fell, but we need
not to fall if we learn from their example. Rather than rebel and test the principles of the
Lord, we should believe every Word of it and obey it. If we become self-sufficient or
arrogant, we make ourselves prone to agreat fall. It isimperative that we guard our
hearts and mindsin Christ Jesus (Proverbs 4:23, Philippians 4:7).

13No temptation has overtaken you but such asiscommon to man; and God is
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with
the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be ableto endure
it.

14T herefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.

When we are tempted, we ought not to be surprised by the fact. Temptation is common
to man. We are going to xperience it; even Christ experienced it. Y et we don’t have to
giveinto temptation, for God is faithful, providing away of escape. Itisnot asif we are
going to experience a certain kind of temptation that will be so strong and so severe that
God' s faithfulness won't be enough to enable usto resist and flee. We can alwayswin
and cause the devil to flee (James 4:7), but we must believe God and resist the devil by
faithin HisWord. We can always endure a temptation without giving into it if only we
will trust the Lord. Never will we be given more than we are able to handle with the help
of our Lord. The same Jesus Who withstood all temptation while on earth is within our
heartsto help uslivein victory. Some temptations are extremely appealing and
aggressive, but, even if it is an intense battle of faith, we can endure and win. In light of
God’s promised victory, we must flee all sin. In this particular instance, Paul is
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concerned that the Corinthians flee idolatry rather than mix and match some idol worship
with the worship of God.

15| speak asto wise men; you judge what | say.

16lsnot the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Isnot
the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?
17Sincethereisonebread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the
one bread.

18L ook at the nation Israel; are not those who eat the sacrificessharersin the
altar?

19What do I mean then? That a thing sacrificed to idolsisanything, or that an idol
isanything?

20No, but | say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons
and not to God; and | do not want you to become sharersin demons.

21Y ou cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot
partake of thetable of the Lord and thetable of demons.

220r do we provoketheLord to jealousy? We are not stronger than He, are we?
23All things arelawful, but not all things are profitable All things are lawful, but
not all things edify.

Paul is going to reason with the Corinthians as to how they should live when it comes to
coming together for worship. It appears that some were trying to merge pagan feasts and
rituals with the observance of the Lord’ s table, mixing the cup of the Lord and the cup of
demons. This cannot be done unless we want to rouse the Lord’ s anger and jealousy and
risk experiencing judgment as Israel did. God is not to be trifled with or tested as if we
are stronger than Heis. He will always win and have the final say. When we take
communion, we share in the body and blood of Christ in that we remember what He has
donefor us. We confessthat we are His, and all who are part of the body of Christ are
welcome to the table and to share in the one bread. When we take communion, we share
not just in the food but in the worship of God. When Isragl ate of the sacrifices of the
altar, they jointly professed worship to God. When the Gentiles sacrificed their food to
idols, they sacrificed it to demons and worshipped them. Paul wasn’t concerned about
the corruption of the food asif it was cursed, given that idols are not living. His concern
was that, for all intents and purposes, the believers, by drinking of the cups that were
offered to demons, were, in effect, participating in the worship of demons. Itisnot like
they just walked into the pagan temple and bought some food to take it home and eat
before God. It seems that they were actually somewhat participating in the pagan rituals
and not making it clear that the cup of Christ has nothing to do with the cup of demons.
The dividing line was not clear for them or for those watching. Their actions might have
even seemed to grant approval to the demon worship because they didn’t condemn it or
clearly separate themselves from it. Their worship may well have become a polytheistic,
syncretistic practice, merging beliefs and religions into one assembly and process. When
we take of the Lord’ s table, we are not to be jointly taking of things given to demons.
The Lord demands exclusive worship, and communion is atime for reflection,
introspection, remembrance, and worship.



241 et no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor.

It might have been convenient to get supplies or food from pagan places, but Paul’s
admonition isto think of the pagans as lost souls who need the gospel. The Believers
needed to be thinking of the lost, and therefore they needed to show them the jeal ousy
and holiness of the Lord, which they were failing to do.

25Eat anything that is sold in the meat market without asking questions for
conscience' sake;

26FOR THE EARTH ISTHE LORD'S, AND ALL IT CONTAINS.

271f one of the unbelieversinvites you and you want to go, eat anything that is set
before you without asking questionsfor conscience' sake.

28But if anyone saysto you, " Thisismeat sacrificed toidols,” do not eat it, for the
sake of the onewho informed you, and for conscience' sake;

291 mean not your own conscience, but the other man's; for why ismy freedom
judged by another's conscience?

30If | partake with thankfulness, why am | slandered concer ning that for which |
givethanks?

31Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

Paul further illumines the Corinthians as to what he is actually, practically desiring them
to do. Hehasearlier said that it is acceptable to eat food from the meat market even if it
has been sacrificed to idols. Thisis because God is the one true God Who owns
everything. They need not feel guilty for eating of thisfood, but they can go and buy it
and eat it at home freely. If an unbeliever invites abeliever to the market, the believer
can go and eat the food with them. They don’t have to fedl guilty for being in the market
because they are not actively sinning or leading someone astray by doing so. After all,
their God isthe real God, and they don’t need to be intimidated or afraid of false deities.
But if the unbeliever or anyone mentions that the food has been sacrificed to idols, then
the believer needsto abstain. He must do this because to eat publicly after al in
association are aware that the food has been sacrificed to idolsis to communicate an
acceptance of idol worship. It communicates that God doesn’t care about idol worship as
if it isnot an offense to His holiness and jeal ous nature. For the sake of the conscience of
the one who informed the believer and any unbelievers in association, the believer must
abstain. Itisnot that his conscience is bothered, for he knows heis free to eat the food.

It isfor the sake of the others who would see it as participation in idol worship that the
believer must abstain. They don’t understand that the idols aren’t real, so their
consciences say something much different about eating of the food. It isimportant to
take a stand against the idol worship in such an instance, abeit respectfully. Hopefully, a
stance against participating in the evil deeds of the culture will open a door for the
gospel. Surely, not taking the stance closes the door. When the believer is on his own or
in the presence of other believers (aslong as their consciences are knowledgeable to
understand their freedom to eat), then they can be thankful for the food which God has
provided, and they can eat it with thankfulness. Believers shouldn’t slander one another
for this. The point isthat God getsthe glory in all things, even in eating and drinking,
which He wouldn’t get if unbelievers thought that a believer worshipped their idol.
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32Give no offense either to Jewsor to Greeksor to the church of God;
33just as| also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit but the profit
of the many, so that they may be saved.

In abstinence from the meat sacrificed to idols, it isimportant for believersto be
respectful in how they decline the hospitality of the unbelievers. They must explain in
love and grace why they must do what they do so as not to cause any needless offense.
The offended party may still get angry or hurt, but it is necessary for the sake of the
gospel. The church should aso not offend one another by causing a weaker brother to
stumble, and they must not needlessly offend the Jews by flaunting their freedom or
casting any kind of insult. The point isthat Paul desires the Corinthians to follow his
example to consistently value the salvation and eternal well-being of others ahead of their
own convenience and comfort such that they could be presented the gospel and possibly
cometo Christ. Paul did all things for the sake of the gospel and for the glory of God,
and so should we.

1 Corinthians 11

1Beimitatorsof me, just as| also am of Christ.
2Now | praiseyou because you remember mein everything and hold firmly to the
traditions, just as| delivered them to you.

In al things, as far as Paul imitates Christ, the believers were to imitate him. Itis
imperative that a shepherd not only teach the truth but liveit. Paul then praisesthe
Corinthians for keeping the traditions, one of which he says is the wearing of
headcoverings during prophesy and prayer. Paul’s praising of them for keeping this
tradition isto be contrasted with their failure to handle the Lord’ s Supper properly, and in
respect to that, Paul does not praise them but corrects them (v. 17, 22). It appears that
they have kept the tradition of headcoverings well given that Paul saysin verse 16 “if one
isinclined to be contentious.” In other words, generally speaking, thisis not a contentious
church when it comes to this tradition. They are keeping it, but perhaps they don’t know
fully why they are keeping it. Thus, Paul explains the reasons why this tradition should
be carried on.

3But | want you to understand that Christ isthe head of every man, and the man is
the head of a woman, and God isthe head of Christ.

Paul gives some fundamental principles about God’ s ordained hierarchy of

authority. God is the head of Christ who is the head of man who is the head of

woman. This doesn’t mean that the woman is any less valuable; it smply means that, in
the marriage relationship, this authority structure must be honored. It does not mean that
women should submit to every men at al timesand in all places asif they are an inferior
sex. They are simply adifferent sex, and in the home and to an extent in the church, there
isaproper role for them to play as distinguished from the men. In 1 Corinthians 14:34-35
we learn that they are to keep silent in the church, implying that they are not to usurp the
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authority of the elders or teach the men (1 Timothy 2:12). Welearn in Ephesians 5:23
that the husband is the head of the wife. This does not make her a doormat, but it simply
means that where women long for affection and love, men need respect (Ephesians

5:33). Thisis simply how God wired us; men and women are different. Paul’ s point is
going to be that this difference must be honored in the church in this tradition which heis
about to explain.

4Every man who has something on his head while praying or prophesying disgraces
his head.

5But every woman who has her head uncovered while praying or prophesying
disgraces her head, for sheisone and the same as the woman whose head is shaved.
6For if awoman does not cover her head, let her also have her hair cut off; but if it
isdisgraceful for awoman to have her hair cut off or her head shaved, let her cover
her head.

From verse 4 and 5, we must notice several things. First, this tradition only applies during
times of praying and prophesying. Prophesying was a specific gift, akin to the Old
Testament gift and office of prophet. It was speaking forth the truth of God with the idea
of having new revelation from God and the ability to reveal mysteries and foretell future
events as God enabled. Thisiswhat Paul speaks of in 1 Corinthians 14 and what he says
will one day ceasein 1 Corinthians 13:8. Since we have the full revelation of God in His
Word, this gift is no longer needed to give us the revelation of God (with the possible
exception being in areas where the gospel message has yet to penetrate). Thus, in our
time, we don’t have to worry about applying the principles regarding headcoverings to
times of prophesying given that the gift isno longer in effect. Even during thistimein
which Paul writes, since women weren’t allowed to prophesy in the church assembly (1
Corinthians 14:34-35), this would only have applied to the times outside of that context
where God spoke prophetically through women. 1t would be reasonable to conclude,
however, that when a man teaches the people of God from the Word of God that he
should not have his head covered and that when a woman teaches the Word of God to
other women that she should cover her head. Thisis because prophecy communicated
God's Word before it was written down, and now when the written Word is
communicated, it is reasonable to suppose that there is a parallel intention of honoring the
principles of subjection as symbolized by headcoverings. The second occasion for
applying thistradition is during prayer. | don’'t believe that Paul is saying that the
headcovering should be worn every time awoman prays (for then she might as well wear
it al the time as we are to pray without ceasing- 1 Thessalonians 5:17). Clearly, the
teaching from this passage is not a requirement for women to cover their heads at all
times and for men never to cover their heads. There are set times when this needsto
happen, and they are during the preaching of the Word and during prayer, specifically
when the church assemblesitself together for worship. (Paul spends the rest of the
chapter speaking of another corporate tradition, the Lord’s Supper, so it makes sense that
he also has the corporate assembly in mind here.) There are times of prayer when the
church is not gathered together that the woman does not need to cover her head or when a
man might pray with ahat on, say if it isbelow zero outside. Thus, this command is not
made to be fashioned into alegalistic ritual, but the intention is, under normal conditions
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and during the set time of corporate worship (traditionally Sunday mornings but could
also include other organized church gatherings- the Spirit must lead, and grace must
rule), that this principle of honoring the authority of God and the headship of man needs
to be honored. The heart issue is always more important than a piece of fabric.

If women do not wear a headcovering and honor this tradition in these instances, they
may as well have their head shaved. Women generally take pride in their hair, and longer
hair tends to be a symbol of beauty and womanhood, no matter the culture or time (seev.
6). It is her glory, according to verse 15. Paul’ s point is that wearing a headcovering is so
important that going without one is akin to showing up in public with no hair, which
would be a great shame to awoman. Some make the connection to various cult
prostitutes who shaved their heads in their pagan worship and immorality, symbolizing
radical feminism and rebellion. Regardless of the reason, if either one or the other or
both, the command is that women honor the tradition.

7For a man ought not to have his head covered, since heistheimage and glory of

God; but thewoman isthe glory of man.

8For man does not originate from woman, but woman from man;

9for indeed man was not created for the woman's sake, but woman for the man's

sake.

10T her efor e the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because
of the angels.

Man isthe image of God, asiswoman (Genesis 1:26), but only man is the glory of

God. This doesn’'t mean that women can’t be glorifying to God or that they cannot reflect
His glory or house it with Christ in their hearts. It is simply that woman is the glory of
man, and Paul is making the point of differentiating these two glories. He does this
because man does not originate from woman but woman from man. He is referencing the
creation account in which God created man first, and He then made woman from out of
Adam by taking hisrib. God had said that it was not good for Adam to be alone, so He
made a helper fit for Him (Genesis 2:18). The woman was made for the sake of man
because he needed her. He wasn’t made for her according to the creation account, though
since she is a suitable helper, she was made for him. It is simply that God made man first
and fashioned woman from man to be in the role of the one who is subject, respectful,
and complementary. It isin the fact that woman was made for man as his helper that she
ishisglory, and it is because of this fact sheisto have a symbol of authority on her

head. Notice that the headcovering is not a symbol of weakness, lesser value, or cruel
subjection. It isasymbol of authority because of the angels. The angels are not weak
beings who have no value. They are extremely important, being ministering spirits of
God and to man (Hebrews 1:14). They are also extremely powerful. Y et the angels
understand their submission to the authority of Christ and the Father. They didn’t go
along with Satan and those angels who fell with him because they honored God as the
ultimate authority. They accepted their role and thereby found the greatest satisfaction
and worth. In the same way, women are not inferior, but there isa spiritual hierarchy
which must be respected. The angels do it, and for their sake, women should do it as well
by submitting to God. In this particular instance, the woman honors God and the angels
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by submitting to her husband symbolically (and by obvious inference in her heart
spiritually) by covering her head. This symbol of authority, the headcovering, is honoring
to her husband, to the angels, and to God. It shows that she has accepted her role as God
designed it. The word for authority here literally means “power of choice.” Itisin her
power to make the choice, and God’ s will is that she would choose to submit and honor
God and the angels by wearing the headcovering.

11However, in theLord, neither iswoman independent of man, nor is man
independent of woman.

12For asthe woman originates from the man, so also the man has hisbirth through
the woman; and all thingsoriginate from God.

Lest some of the men take the particulars of this teaching too far, Paul reminds them that
there is an interdependence between man and woman. Eve originated from Adam, but the
human race, men included, are born through the woman. Lest man become arrogant, he
must remember that God’ s plan also requires that he be born through the woman. He
needs her, and she needs him. God made both because He loves both and values them
both equally. They both ultimately originate from His mind, heart, and creative purpose.

13Judgefor yourselves: isit proper for awoman to pray to God with her head
uncovered?

14Does not even natur e itself teach you that if a man haslong hair, it isa dishonor
to him,

15but if awoman haslong hair, it isaglory to her? For her hair isgiven to her for
acovering.

Returning to hislogic in verse six, having explained arelated issue in the previous verses,
Paul points to the natural way that man and woman grow their hair. From culture to
culture, by and large, women have had longer hair than men. At times, men wore their
hair what we might consider long, but women’s hair was generally even longer than

this. The Nazirites such as Samson were required not to cut their hair, but thiswas an
exception to the general population. Hence, this part of their vow set them

apart. Absalom, the rebellious son of David, had long hair, but there is nothing in the
Scripture to indicate that long hair (long being relative to the length of women’s hair) was
standard practice, even though it may have been longer than the general hairstyle of men
today in our culture. The images of Roman emperors reveal short hair, and certainly the
citizens would have mimicked their emperors. The point is simply that even nature,
something inherently within man and woman, tells us that men should have short hair and
women should have long hair. Thisis one way to tell the difference between the sexes,
and women do tend to view their hair as fundamental to their external beauty. Long hair
on aman isadishonor to him while long hair on awoman is her glory. Thisisin the
Bible, and it is also written on our consciences. Thisisthe natural and God-desired way
of being. Simply put, God made us this way, and there is no reason to go against His
design by choice.
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God has given women long hair for a covering. The word for covering isimportant
because it is different than the word Paul has been using for covering up to this

point. Here he uses the word parabolaion which means “a covering thrown around,”
which fitswhat hair does. Previously, speaking of the additional headcovering, he uses
the word katakalupto, meaning “to veil or cover one s self.” The clear message from the
context and from the change in words used is that the covering of awoman’s hair is not
the same as the covering that she is supposed to wear when she prays. Her hair isa
glorious cover thrown around her head, but the headcovering to be worn while praying in
the corporate assembly is to be a symbol of authority that spiritually covers her entire
self. Physically, it only covers some part of her head, but spiritually it covers her entire
being in reverence to God and out of respect for the angels.

16But if oneisinclined to be contentious, we have no other practice, nor havethe
churches of God.

Paul is adamant that this tradition be upheld (and one could argue that he is also emphatic
that the practice that women have longer hair while men have shorter hair be upheld)
which isthat men have their heads uncovered when they pray or teach God’s Word in the
corporate assembly and women have their heads covered when they receive the teaching
of the Word and pray during the corporate church assembly. If Paul was not speaking of
an additional headcovering besides just the hair, reasoning backwards, men would have
to shave their heads in order to comply with the commands in v. 4 because no other
covering could be considered. Obvioudly, thisis not what Paul is saying or what God is
intending. Thereis asecondary headcovering that women need to wear at the described
timesin order to honor God. Paul is saying that upholding the tradition of headcoverings
isthe way that all of the churches of God are presently operating. Thistradition is not a
mere cultural anomaly in one province or city whileit isabsent in all others. In other
words, Paul is not just making this command to Corinth or to his present generation. Itis
not a command for one culture and not for the rest of the church’stime on

earth. According to Paul, if one is contentious about the matter, he must be told that there
are no other options. Headcoverings are the God-honoring tradition that the church must
keep at the proper times (prayer and when God's Word is being taught) and in the proper
way (the external action being accompanied by an internal heart submission).

The kind of velil that should be worn should not be alegalistic matter, where the church
measures out certain requirements for length, width, composition, and so on. The material
doesn’t matter as much asits purpose. However, the covering is not to be distracting,
attention-getting, vain, or overly complex. It can be something that compliments the
appearance of the woman but without drawing undue attention to the woman or to the
object itself. | don’t believe that the headcovering is aveil that covers the entire face and
head except for the eyes. Thiswould be distracting, and it communicates that thereis
something wrong or evil about seeing awoman’s face, which thereisnot. Sheisthe glory
of man, and the physical glory of her face can be seen in addition to her spiritual glory of
submission and holiness. Whether by wearing some kind of hat, a specially-designed
piece of fabric, or something else, the point is that women honor God by keeping this
tradition of covering their heads.
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How important isthis tradition? It isimportant enough that Paul nearly seamlessly goes
on to speaking of another corporate tradition, namely, the Lord’s Supper, which is
obviously very important.

17But in giving thisinstruction, | do not praise you, because you come together not
for the better but for the wor se.

18For, in thefirst place, when you come together asa church, | hear that divisions
exist among you; and in part | believeit.

19For there must also be factions among you, so that those who ar e approved may
become evident among you.

20T her efore when you meet together, it isnot to eat the Lord's Supper,

21for in your eating each one takes hisown supper first; and oneishungry and
another isdrunk.

22What! Do you not have housesin which to eat and drink? Or do you despisethe
church of God and shame those who have nothing? What shall | say to you? Shall |
praiseyou? In this| will not praiseyou.

Before giving instructions about the Lord' s Supper, Paul exhorts the believers at Corinth
to get some things right. They need to get rid of the divisions and factions so that unity
can beregained. Yet Paul thinks that the factions (defined as a sect within agroup) are
there to show who is truly of the Lord and faithful and who is not. When certain ones
remain faithful despite the chaos and moral deterioration around them, it proves that they
are of thelight. The church as awhole, however, has people preoccupied with selfish
agendas and power plays, trying to show themselves superior to others. Thus, they meet
corporately not first and foremost to eat the Lord’ s Supper but to eat their own suppers.
They come hungry, and they casually perform the Lord’s Supper while eating their own
food. Thisirreverenceiseven accompanied by the sin of drunkenness (Ephesians 5:18).
Paul is appalled, for eating should be done at home, and drunkenness should never
happen. This attitude is one that despises God and His church for which He died. Rather
than remember the sacrifice of Christ in humility and thankfulness, they scorn it and Him.
Their coming for gluttonous purposes also shames those who come hungry and in need
because they are neglected. Thereisno way that Paul can praise them for this utter
deterioration of corporate worship.

23For | received from the Lord that which | also delivered to you, that the Lord
Jesusin the night in which He was betrayed took bread;

24and when He had given thanks, He brokeit and said, " ThisisMy body, which is
for you; do thisin remembrance of Me."

25In the same way Hetook the cup also after supper, saying, " Thiscup isthe new
covenant in My blood; do this, as often asyou drink it, in remembrance of Me."
26For as often asyou eat thisbread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's
death until He comes.

Paul heard from the Lord and had earlier on explained to the Corinthians about the Lord’s

Supper. They had not obeyed his teaching, and so he needed to give it again. On the
night Jesus was betrayed by Judas, He gathered the disciplesin the upper room and broke

41



bread, thanking God and telling them that it is a symbol of how His body will be broken
for them. Heinstituted the Lord’s Table so that we would remember His sacrifice for us
and be grateful and introspective (v. 28). He also took the cup of wine and explained that
it symbolized the pouring out of His blood for the church on the cross. His death al'so
instituted a new covenant in which man could approach God directly (Hebrews 4:16) asa
priest of God (1 Peter 2:5), becoming the temple of God himself (1 Corinthians 6:19),
and being redeemed and forgiven of sin through faith in Christ’s work on the cross
(Romans 3:24). The shedding of blood was required in order for the new covenant to be
established (Hebrews 9:17-18). The church is to take time when it gathers to remember
the Lord’ s sacrifice by breaking bread and drinking of the cup. This servesto proclaim
the fact that we are Christ’s and that Christ died for all men. We are to do thisuntil He
returns again. (see Matthew 26:26-30, Mark 14:22-26, Luke 22:17-20, and John 13:2 for
the gospel accounts of Jesus' institution of this ordinance)

27Therefore whoever eatsthe bread or drinksthe cup of the Lord in an unworthy
manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord.

28But a man must examine himself, and in so doing heisto eat of the bread and
drink of the cup.

29For hewho eatsand drinks, eats and drinksjudgment to himself if he does not
judgethe body rightly.

30For thisreason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.

31But if we judged our selvesrightly, we would not be judged.

32But when we arejudged, we are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be
condemned along with the world.

God takes His Son seriously because He loves Him dearly, and God will discipline those
who take His Son’ s body and blood lightly. The time at the Lord’s Table must be
reverent, introspective, and focused rather than lackadaisical, careless, or combined with
evil practices. To be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord is to profane the sacrifice
of Christ by being irreverent in the time of remembering it. It isto mock Christ and God
in avery serious way such that those who are not introspective prior to taking the bread
and wine are subject to severe chastisement of the Lord such asillness or even death.

The purpose of God’ s judgment is so that we are refined and take Him seriously. God
loves His children, and just as an earthly father disciplines those children whom he loves,
S0, too, does our Heavenly Father. The fact that we are disciplined demonstrates that we
are indeed sons and daughters of God, but we shouldn’t want to bring His discipline upon
ourselves, given that the consequences are severe. God desires His church to be pure,
and imposing divine punishment for sin is one way to purify the church. Thisisall the
more reason that we should judge the body rightly and confess any sin which the Spirit
revealsto our hearts. We cannot spurn the Table of the Lord asif it is mere feasting time,
an empty ritual, or aboring task. God takesit very seriously, and His children ought to
aswell.

33So then, my brethren, when you come together to eat, wait for one another.

341f anyoneishungry, let him eat at home, so that you will not come together for
judgment The remaining matters| will arrangewhen | come.
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The process of participating in the Lord’s Supper is a corporate thing where all gather
and purpose to remember, reflect, and confess any outstanding sin. Once all are ready to
participate, then the group can eat of the bread and drink of the cup. If any come hungry
for ameal, they need to go home and eat. The Lord’'s Tableis not for feasting but for
remembrance. The church should come together for worship, not to eat and drink
judgment to itself. God seesall and knows all, and He desires His church to be holy and
pure. The Tableisatime to reflect and make sure that our hearts are right before God.
The Corinthians apparently had some other questions regarding traditions or church
practices, and Paul said that he would set those in order when he came personally to
them.

1 Corinthians 12

1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.

2Y ou know that when you wer e pagans, you were led astray to the muteidols,
however you were led.

3Thereforel make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says,
"Jesusisaccursed”; and no onecan say, " JesusisLord," except by the Holy Spirit.

The pagan religionsin Corinth involved drunkenness, orgies, and various hypnotic chants
and ceremonies. They tried to communicate with pagan deities in these ways, and they
also sought to practice divination, the process of trying to see the future with the help of
the demons. These false spiritual experiences led the Corinthians astray into sin, evil,
and error. They followed the demons rather than the one true God. But once they found
Christ, they found a new direction, and they needed to understand what true spirituality
was all about. The important thing was that they be led of the Spirit of God rather than
the demons. It was thus important for them to be able to identify the work of the Spirit in
their lives as opposed to the fal se experiences around them. The phrase “ spiritual gifts’
literally means “pertaining to the Spirit.” So Paul is going to communicate what pertains
to the Spirit and what does not. That way the Corinthians wouldn’t be ignorant as to
what is being led of the Spirit and what is counterfeit and pagan. First of all, no one
curses Jesus if they are led of the Spirit because God is not going to blaspheme Himself.
If any acknowledge Jesus as the apostles define Jesus as the one true God and Lord of
their life, then they are led of the Spirit.

4ANow there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.

5And there arevarieties of ministries, and the sameLord.
6Therearevarieties of effects, but the same God who works all thingsin all
per sons.

7But to each oneisgiven the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

The same Spirit of God is behind all gifts, so al the giftswill lead to glorify God and to
create unity and edification in the church. Yet there are avariety of giftsin the church,
gifts being understood to be special divine empowerment to accomplish true spiritual
ministry. And of the varieties of gifts, there are varieties of ministries, and of these
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ministries, there are avariety of effects. The same God isLord over al, and the same
God works all of these gifts. How God enables a person to serve Him, bring Him glory,
and advance His kingdom differs greatly from person to person, based upon how God has
gifted each. Giftsfrom one person to another vary because God worksin very
individualized ways, though that is not to say that there are some general categories of
gifts, which Paul will explain shortly. The purpose of giftsis aways for the benefit of
the church and those outside of the church.

8For to oneisgiven theword of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the
word of knowledge according to the same Spirit;

9to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one
Spirit,

10and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another
the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the
inter pretation of tongues.

Some gifts include the word of wisdom, the word of knowledge, faith, healing, miracles,
prophecy, discernment, tongues, and the interpretation of tongues. Other gifts are listed
in Romans 12 and Ephesians 4, namely serving, teaching, leading, mercy, exhortation,
giving, pastoring, and evangelizing. V. 28 addsin helps and administration as well.

Each of these hasits own individual effects and is given to accomplish a particular work
which God has ordained for the individual believer (Ephesians 2:10). Gifts are different
than mere natural abilities because of the spiritual nature of the gifts. They require the
Spirit and certain extraordinary, divine empowerment to make them function. We can be
sure that God will prepare us and equip us to do Hiswill Hisway in Histime by His
Spirit. If we surrender to Him and let Him lead us by His Word and fill uswith His
Spirit, He can do things in and through us that we know we could have never done on our
own. They may relate to what we think we are good at, or they may not. But the bottom
lineisthat we and others will know that God is doing something extraordinary. When
the church begins to lose the extraordinary, miraculous, and a healthy dependence on the
Spirit for ministry and for life, it will gradually die and have very little impact on society.
But where the church is humble and using its gifts, much good can be accomplished.

It islessimportant to try to decide which gift a person has (and all have at least one-
Romans 12:6) than to trust God to supply the power and divine ability when we need it.
When God gives us atask to do, He will grace us (i.e. gift us) in order to be able to do it
by His power and strength. When we obey and trust God to do what we think is humanly
impossible, He will gladly give the supernatural strength to make things possible. Thisis
His way because otherwise we would glory in our own ability and strength. God wants
the glory, and thus spiritual ministry is accomplished by spiritual means by spiritual
power. True kingdom advancement is never natural or of human talent but of the Spirit
of God. Where we are weak, God can show Himself strong (2 Corinthians 12:9-10).

Paul will explain the specifics and purposes of tongues and prophecy shortly (seev. 28
and chapter 14). Miracles, healing, faith, and discernment (or distinguishing of spirits,
the spirit of truth versus the spirit of error- 1 John 4:6) are al fairly straightforward as to



what they imply, though they would have been awesome to see in practice. And God still
heals and works miracles. He till givesfaith and discernment, but there is reason to
believe that the degree and quantity of miracles and healings were much greater in the
early stages of the church. The greatest miracle of all is having the Word of God given to
us. If theworld rgjects that, no sign or miracle will matter anyway (Luke 16:29-31). But
we would expect Jesus to come with miracles, and He did. We would expect His apostles
to perform miracles, which they did (2 Corinthians 12:12). Y et the greatest miracle that
the church must not lose sight of isthe written Word of God. As Hebrews 4:12 says,
“For the word of God isliving and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and
piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and ableto
judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” With the completion of the Scripture and
the dying off of the apostles, the quantity and degree of miracles passed away rather
quickly, as church history indicates. Perhaps some of this was due to lack of faith, but
more of it was due to the fact that the foundation of the church had been laid by the
apostles (Ephesians 2:20). Now, the Word could do itsjob along with the gifting of the
Spirit to keep building the church. It isjust that some of the gifts were no longer active
or needed, though that is not to say that God might not use them in places where the
Bible has yet to reach. It wasinevitable that some gifts would pass away because such
was God' s plan (1 Corinthians 13:8).

Asfar asthe word of wisdom, it isthe spiritua gift to be able to aptly apply truth to life.
It makes God's Word practical and timely, and as such, it is still very much needed today.
It is possible that there was away that this gift along with the word of knowledge were
for revealing truth about God before the Word of God was written, but we are not to add
or take away from what has been written (Revelation 22:18-19). Thus, if the gifts of the
words of wisdom and knowledge are still active, then they don’t involve the giving of
revelation, and they do involve growing deeper in understanding of God's Word and in
applying it and helping others to understand and apply it. 1 Corinthians 13:8 also
indicates that the gift of knowledge will cease in some way, so perhaps thisisindeed
referring to the revelatory aspect of the gift of knowledge.

11But one and the same Spirit worksall these things, distributing to each one
individually just as He wills.

It seems that God gives gifts as we need them and that they might change over time aswe
grow and as God's call on our lives changes. There are different purposes that He has for
us along the way. Some things might require supernatural wisdom, whereas others
require that we are able to teach. When we need a gift, if we arein God’ swill, He will
giveit. That isnot to say that each person may not have a set gift or gifts which God will
use and develop over his or her lifetime, but it isto say that how God uses us over time
might require different gifts or gift combinations. God givesto each as He wills, which is
always for the good of the individual and of the body. Thus, it makes no sense to envy
another person’s gifting because they are gifted not for themselves but for the body.

Gifts are from the same Spirit, and they are always for the building up of the body of
Christ. We must always be sure not to take credit for the work that the Spirit doesin and
through us as if we could have done it in our own strength. As Zechariah 4:6 says, “Not
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by might nor by power, but by my Spirit.” Apart from Him we can do nothing of any
spiritual value (John 15:5).

12For even asthe body isone and yet has many members, and all the member s of
the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.

13For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks,
whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

14For the body is not one member, but many.

Christ isthe head of the body, and we who are His children are all part of Hisbody. The
body has many members and pieces, each which have a specific purpose for which God
has designed them, but they are all working together as one whole with Christ directing
al that goes on. The body has many members, and all of us were made a part of it when
we received Christ as Savior. It doesn’t matter which people group we belong to or what
our earthly status was, but what mattersisthat we are His. Thus, we have ajob to do
which the Spirit will enable usto do if we let Him have Hisway in our hearts.

15If thefoot says, " Because | am not a hand, | am not a part of the body," it isnot
for thisreason any thelessa part of the body.

16And if the ear says, " Because| am not an eye, | am not a part of the body,"” it is
not for thisreason any thelessa part of the body.

171f the whole body wer e an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were
hearing, where would the sense of smell be?

18But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just asHe
desired.

19If they were all one member, where would the body be?

20But now there are many members, but one body.

Thefoot is apart of the body, and it cannot all of a sudden decide not to be a part of the
body. Just because the foot isin charge of the walking function and it doesn’t do the job
of the eye, for example, doesn’t mean that it isn't needed or islessimportant. The body
needs the foot, and the foot must cooperate so that the rest of the body can function.
When one part of the body ceases to function because of disobedience, self-
righteousness, or jealousy, the rest of the body suffers. In the same way, the eye cannot
decide not to be a part of the body. It cannot remove itself from the body and try to be its
own body. Itismerely an eye which cannot survive alone or accomplish anything on its
own. It needsthe brain to interpret the images and the muscles surrounding it to move it
to see things. The body needs the eye just as it needs the foot and every other part. We
must be careful that we don’t cease to function because the rest of the church needs us,
and Christ desiresto use us. The body needs the variety of parts because of the
importance and distinct purpose of each individual part. The eye can’t hear, but the ear
hears. The ear can’t see, but the eye sees. The eye can't smell, but the nose can. Each
has a purpose, and in the same way, each believer has a purpose and a specific function
for which God has designed him or her. Rather than try to be something we are not, we
will be happiest if we who are noses do the job of anose and if we who are feet start
doing thejob of feet. If we were al eyes, the body wouldn’t be much of one. Thus, we
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need to all accept that we are made differently for different tasks, all of which fit together
into a coherent whole within the local body of Christ and among the church as awhole.

21And the eye cannot say to the hand, "1 have no need of you"; or again the head to
thefeet, "1 have no need of you."

220n the contrary, it ismuch truer that the member s of the body which seem to be
weaker are necessary;

23and those member s of the body which we deem less honor able, on these we
bestow mor e abundant honor, and our less presentable member s become much
mor e presentable,

24wher eas our mor e presentable member s have no need of it. But God has so
composed the body, giving mor e abundant honor to that member which lacked,
25s0 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the
same car e for one another.

Just as it doesn’t make any sense for the eyeto tell the hand that it is no longer needed or
for the head to get rid of the feet, each believer needs the other. Fortunately, our head,
Christ, desiresto use us, for He knows our purpose and designed us to be who we are and
how we are. There are some parts of the body that are readily visible and which get alot
of attention such as the eye, the arms, the hands, the ears, and so on. Y et there are other
parts that are unpresentable such as the stomach, the intestines, and so on. Y et these have
incredible value and an extremely important function. Yet their work is behind the
scenes, and they don’t get alot of credit or renown. There are other parts which are
“weaker” such as tendons, white blood cells, and so on without which the body wouldn’t
even hold together or stay healthy. Whether a“weak” part or amore hidden part, every
part matters. Inthe end, it may be that those parts which get no notice or recognition end
up with the most rewards in heaven. The key isthat we are faithful in whatever role God
givesus. God honorsall parts of the body and will reward every part that is faithful. We
must understand this so that we don’t neglect or look down on the less visible parts of the
body and treat some gifts asif they are superior or more desirable than others. If we do
this, there will be division as there was at Corinth, and the church as awhole will
replicate the mistakes that were at Corinth by following men instead of God.

26And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is
honored, all the membersregoicewith it.
27Now you are Christ'sbody, and individually members of it.

If one part of the body isinjured, suffering, or enduring atrial, the rest of the body ought
to take note and support that part. When the human body gets an injury, al focus goes to
that part. The same should be in the church. Rather than neglecting the injured part asif
itis“weak” and not holding its own, the body needs to support is and help it heal so that
it can doits part. When a person in the body of Christ is doing well and rgjoicing, the
rest of the body should also be happy. We are not in competition with each other, but it
isto our advantage to have the rest of the body be healthy so that we can do our job
proficiently. AsRomans 12:15 says, “Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with
those who weep.”
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28And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third
teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds
of tongues.

29All are not apostles, arethey? All are not prophets, arethey? All are not
teachers, arethey? All are not workers of miracles, arethey?

30All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they?
All do not interpret, do they?

31But earnestly desirethe greater gifts. And | show you a still mor e excellent way.

Having just emphasized that no gift is better than another, just different, Paul lists out
some giftsthat are in the church. There are apostles, which were those commissioned of
God who had seen the risen Christ and who had performed signs, wonders, and miracles
(2 Corinthians 12:12). Thislist included Paul, Matthias (who replaced Judas- Acts 1:26),
and the twelve disciples. Others served as apostlesin an “unofficial” sense (apostle
simply means “sent one”) such as Barnabas (Acts 14:14), Silas and Timothy (1
Thessalonians 2:6), and others (Romans 16:7, 2 Corinthians 8:23, Philippians 2:26). The
officia apostles served as the foundation of the church, receiving revelation from God
and directing and establishing churches as to how God desired them to function.

Prophets were those who declared the Word of God by expounding upon the Old
Testament revelation but in the particular sense that they gave revelation for the churchin
thistime. They also predicted the future in some instances as the prophets of old did
(Acts 11:27-28), but their main job was to declare the Word of God to the church (Acts
13:1), which had not yet been written down. The church needed apostles and prophetsin
order to know the desires and will of God and to fully unlock the meaning of the Old
Testament. Teachers helped others understand the Word of God, whether publicly
through the office of pastor (Ephesians 4:11) or through other means of teaching. Then
there were those who worked miracles and who performed healings, and there were those
who had the less “flashy” gifts of helps (service), administration, and various kinds of
tongues. Administrators can help lead and direct a church to make it function effectively
and efficiently, while helpers are the people who make the church work, doing alot of the
tasks that others overlook. Tonguesinvolved speaking in other languages so that others
could hear the gospel in their own language (Acts 2:8).

Paul’ s point in listing these gifts was not to rank them but to further the point he has
already made that gifts are individual. The body needs them all, and none are superior in
value or worth to the other. They are merely different. The Corinthians were not to
value some gifts as “ greater” than the other. But there were things greater which Paul is
about to show, explaining about faith, hope, and love, the greatest of which islove (1
Corinthians 13:13). Rather than get caught up with gifts and who has what gift, love
must prevail. If the Corinthians could learn to love, the church could be healthy and the
divisions could be fixed.

1 Corinthians 13
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11f | speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not havelove, | have
become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.

2If 1 have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteriesand all knowledge; and if |
have all faith, so asto remove mountains, but do not have love, | am nothing.

3And if | giveall my possessionsto feed the poor, and if | surrender my body to be
burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.

It iseasy for believersto get caught up with gifting and to forget that love is so much
more important. In fact, without love, the gifts are pointless and fruitless. Somebody
could speak al kinds of other languages with the help of the Spirit, even an angelic
language, and still it would be meaningless without love. Such giftednessis akin to an
annoying, banging noise like agong or cymbal. It is a self-centered distraction that
creates division and irritates othersin the body. If a person had the gift of prophecy and
if he knew all mysteries and all knowledge, being able to unfold the truths from the Old
Testament, it would be of no value without love. Even if that person had faith such that
could move mountains as Christ had spoken of (Matthew 21:21), till hislabor in the
Lord would be in vain because of hislack of love. He might think highly of himself
because of all of his knowledge, but in God’ s eyes, he is nothing who is accomplishing
nothing of spiritual value and adding nothing to his spiritual account in terms of eternal
rewards. Evenif a person was generous enough to sell all the he had so that he could
feed the poor in an act of tremendous charity, it would have no eternal profit because
there would be no love backing the action or motivating the decision. Loveisdriven by a
desire to please God, not to draw attention to self. Even if a person was martyred for the
sake of Christ but did so without love, it would be of no eternal value. It does no good to
stand for truth and hate the opposition. We must love all people, both our brothers and
sistersin Christ and our enemies. To loveisthe greatest accomplishment in Christ and
the greatest gift one can experience or give.

4L oveis patient, loveiskind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not
arrogant,

The Corinthians needed love to rulein their fellowship such that the divisions would
come to and end. They needed to be longsuffering with one another, not eagerly taking
vengeance but rather bearing with one another. People are fallible, and even in the
church, people do hurt one another, sometimes purposefully and sometimes
unknowingly. We must be merciful in how we treat others, and they need to be merciful
with us. Sin does need to be confronted, but it must be done in gentleness and
compassion. Loveiskind, valuing the interests of others ahead of one’ s own and being
eager and ready to forgive (Ephesians 4:32). It isnot violent or cruel, but it is peaceful,
gentle, and peacemaking. Loveisnot jealousin that it does not envy what others might
have or be. It rejoices with the rgjoicing of others and mourns with their mourning
(Romans 12:15). Loveisnot in competition with other believers but in a compassionate
cooperation. Love does not boast or draw attention to itself because it isinterested in
being the servant of all. Neither doesit boast about vain accomplishments or take glory
in self-achievement. It seeksto encourage others and to draw attention toward God.
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5does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek itsown, isnot provoked, does not take
into account a wrong suffered,

Love understands that to be a child of God is to be one who livesin holiness, generosity,
compassion, care, and selflessness. To act unbecomingly would be to live as a child of
the devil rather than as a child of God. Love moves a person to live as Christ would have
them live, abhorring evil and clinging to what is good (Romans 12:9). Love does not
seek its own agenda or selfish ambition, but it islooking to God for direction and viewing
the well-being of others as a more important ambition than that pertaining to self. Love
does not throw gasoline on the fire of somebody else’ s aggression, mockery, or insult. It
responds with a gentle answer to turn away wrath rather than stirring up the person’s
anger even more (Proverbs 15:1). Loveis not pugnacious, seeking afight or conflict.
Love doesn’'t enjoy conflict, but it would rather be a peacemaker as much asis possible
(Romans 12:18). Loveisquick to forgive and forget, not holding grudges or being quick
to remind people of their past failures and offenses. Love does not revile in return when
itisreviled (1 Peter 2:23).

6does not reoicein unrighteousness, but reoiceswith thetruth;
7bearsall things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Love abhors evil and the ways of the world, taking no joy out of seeing sin or sinning.
Sin grieves those who are controlled by love. Love takesitsjoy in the truth and in the
advancement of the principles of the kingdom. It rejoicesto see a person cometo faithin
Christ, and it is glad when relationships are restored and conflict isresolved. Love
enjoys seeing the truth set people free (John 8:31-32). Love bears all things, meaning
that it iswilling to cover the transgressions of othersin that it doesn’'t shout their failures
to theworld. It protects the dignity of others who have confided in them. It doesn’t
break trust, but it always seeks the restoration and welfare of others. When others offend,
love does not take things personally, but rather it begins praying and desiring the other to
be forgiven and to see the truth. Vengeanceisleft to God as it should be (Romans
12:19). Loves puts utmost confidence in the Word of God and His eternal truths, holding
to them in fervent faith. It also thinks the best of others, giving them the benefit of the
doubt and not being unduly critical. Discernment and a forbearing spirit ought to go hand
in hand. Love continually looks forward to the coming of Christ, and love keeps
believing that God is still at work, able and willing to do great thingsin life while on
earth. 1t doesn’t give up on people or lose faith, but it keeps hoping to see the power of
God at work. When things are rough and persecution comes, love endures. It does not
revile at the persecutors when ill treatment comes, but it trusts that God is in control and
that there is blessing in suffering for righteousness sake (Matthew 5:10). Love does not
give up hope during the trials of life, but it keeps doing what it can to demonstrate the
character of Christ to aworld in need and to a church which needs good examples.

8L ove never fails;

As believers, we never do wrong to love. Loveisthe fulfillment of the law of Christ as
we value others ahead of ourselves and worship God with al of our being. No person
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can force us to not love them, so love is undefeatable. Love also moves people to see
their own sin, and so love is powerful (Romans 12:20). If the church losesits identifying
mark of love (John 13:34-35), it will lose itsimpact on society, for the world won't be
ableto see Christinit. If it doeslove, the church will continue to have a powerful effect
on awatching world which isincapable of love without the power to defeat love. They
will have to take notice of a church which loves one another and cares for those it doesn’t
even know.

but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they
will cease; if thereisknowledge, it will be done away.

9For we know in part and we prophesy in part;

10but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.

11When | wasa child, | used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a
child; when | becameaman, | did away with childish things.

12For now we seein amirror dimly, but then faceto face; now | know in part, but
then | will know fully just as| also have been fully known.

13But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of theseislove.

There will come atime when prophecy will cease along with tongues and the certain
special revelatory aspect of the gift of knowledge. These gifts served the purpose of the
church in its founding before the Word of God was complete, and they helped the world
to know that God was behind the movement (1 Corinthians 14:21-22). Paul isnot telling
the Corinthians to ignore spiritual gifts but to use them (1 Corinthians 14:1). All of the
gifts he had listed so far were till desirable and active at this point in time. His point was
merely that without love, the use of the giftsisin vain. Theworld doesn’'t careif a
person can work miracles, but they can’'t get along with their own family. Holinessisthe
greatest miracle of al, and it must be in place for these other signs and wondersto even
matter. At this point, the church knew only in part and could prophesy only in part. With
the written Word, we have much more knowledge and understanding from which to
teach. Yet we are not perfect; however, the Word of God is (Psalm 19:7). So the perfect
Word has come to us in the form of the Bible, and the partial (God’ s revelation through
the interpretation of tongues, prophetic utterance, and words of knowledge) has cometo
anend. Thus, we must study the Word and grow up to maturity so that we are no longer
children who are tossed here and there by every wind of doctrine (Ephesians 4:14). We
should be anchored in truth and in knowledge because of our personal study, the work of
the Spirit in our hearts, and the ministry of the teaching of the Word from gifted men of
God. The childish ways of receiving God'’ s revelation can be put away because we no
longer see dimly but face to face as we open the Word of God and encounter directly
God's heart for us. We can know Hiswill and His desires for us outright in His Word
(Psalm 119:105, 2 Timothy 3:16-17). We will know fully and have all things pertaining
to life and godliness through Christ (2 Peter 1:3) in Whom are all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge (Colossians 2:3). We will be fully adequate and complete for every good
work (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Thus, we will know fully what we need to know, and the
times of ignorance will be gonein the fullest sense (Acts 17:30). God has known us fully
al along, but now is our chance to know Him to the full extent of His revelation to usin
thistime.
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Paul’ s foundational message to the Corinthiansis that gifts are fine but useless and
worthless without love driving their use. Some of the giftswill even die out, but faith,
hope, and love will remain, with the greatest of these three being love. Thus, if the
Corinthians can learn to love one another and the world, their testimony will be great.
They will see God do great things, and the world will know that the church is of God.
The gifts are good and should be used, but love must reign over all.

1 Corinthians 14

1Pursuelove, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may
prophesy.

2For one who speaksin a tongue does not speak to men but to God; for no one
under stands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries.

3But one who prophesies speaksto men for edification and exhortation and
consolation.

40ne who speaksin atongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifiesthe
church.

5Now | wish that you all spokein tongues, but even more that you would prophesy;
and greater isone who prophesies than one who speaksin tongues, unless he
inter prets, so that the church may receive edifying.

The Corinthians must pursue love above al things, yet spiritual gifts are good and
desirable as well, especialy prophecy because it edifies other believersto grow in Christ.
It gives them revelation of God to grow in knowledge and understanding of God. Those
who speak in tongues don’t speak to men but to God because no one understands, unless
of courseitisintheir language. But for the believers gathered, aforeign tongueisa
foreign language, and thus not edifying in anyway. In order for a corporate gathering to
be edifying, there must be understanding, and therefore, the teaching must bein a
language understandabl e by those gathered for worship. Even the person speaking in a
tongue does so in his spirit, but the message is mysterious even to him. Y et those who
prophecy give understanding to themselves and to others as God speaks through them.
The prophets in the early church were there to give God' s Word which was as of yet
unwritten to the people of God so that they could grow, change, mature, be comforted,
and know how to live. Those who speak in atongue edify themselves only in the sense
that they experience awork of the Spirit, for they don’t even understand what they are
saying. Thisiswhy an interpreter isrequired (1 Corinthians 14:28). Y et those who
prophesy build up and strengthen the rest of the body. Thus, tongues are valuable, but
prophecy is even more valuable. Paul wishes that all would speak in tongues and that
more would prophesy. Perhaps the Corinthians were thinking that tongues were more
valuable, and they needed to be corrected so that they put a higher emphasis on prophecy.
The priority for the church is edification, which prophecy always did if it was of God,
and which tongues only did if interpreted.
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6But now, brethren, if | cometo you speaking in tongues, what will | profit you
unless| speak to you either by way of revelation or of knowledge or of prophecy or
of teaching?

7Y et even lifelessthings, either flute or harp, in producing a sound, if they do not
produce a distinction in the tones, how will it be known what is played on the flute
or on the harp?

8For if the bugle produces an indistinct sound, who will prepare himself for battle?
9So also you, unlessyou utter by the tongue speech that is clear, how will it be
known what is spoken? For you will be speaking into theair.

10There are, perhaps, a great many kinds of languagesin theworld, and nokind is
without meaning.

11If then | do not know the meaning of the language, | will beto the onewho
speaks a barbarian, and the one who speaks will be a barbarian to me.

12S0 also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the
edification of the church.

13Thereforelet one who speaksin atongue pray that he may interpret.

If Paul came to visit the Corinthians, he wouldn’t be able to profit them at al if he came
speaking in foreign tongues, even if it was a miraculous work of the Spirit, unless of
course, his speech was interpreted. Paul clearly put a higher value and emphasis on
giving the believers revelation from God (which now isfully contained in the Bible)
through words of knowledge, prophecy, and teaching (teaching being the only remaining
active gift- 1 Corinthians 13:8). Tongues without interpretation are merely like amusical
instrument making indistinct sounds such that the melody cannot even be discerned.
There isto be some kind of understanding that is given, and that requires an interpreter.
Otherwise, the foreign tongue merely evaporates into the air without edifying anyone
else. There are agreat many languages in the world, certainly many of which hadn’t
heard the gospel yet or even yet in our time, and each of them have meaning to those who
understand the languages (thus, grouping this verse (v. 10) with how tongues were used
in Acts (e.g. Acts 2:8), it makes sense that they were not mystery languages or ecstatic
babbling speech but actual languages). Communication and edification are only possible
if the languages can be understood, and thisis what the church needed. Since the
Corinthians were zealous for spiritual gifts, a good thing, they needed to focus on using
them for the purpose of edification. Thus, if someone were to speak in atongue, they
should pray for someone to interpret (even if it is they themselves), so that they and the
others could be edified.

14For if | pray in atongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.

15What isthe outcomethen? | will pray with the spirit and | will pray with the
mind also; | will sing with the spirit and | will sing with the mind also.
160therwise if you blessin the spirit only, how will the one who fills the place of the
ungifted say the” Amen" at your giving of thanks, since he does not know what you
are saying?

17For you are giving thanks well enough, but the other person isnot edified.
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Rather than empty-minded pagan worship which surrounding the Corinthians, Paul
emphasized that the worship of God goes through the mind. It is mind-engaging rather
than mind-emptying. Prayer isdone in the spirit and in the mind asissinging. Prayer
that is meaningless ramble with the mind tuned out is not God-honoring. Neither is
singing that focuses more on feelings than the message of the words sung. The mind
must be engaged in worship so that it can be edified. Thisis God'sdesire. He wantsthe
mind to have afruitful experience in singing and prayer, and in thisinstance, in the hearts
of those who spoke in tongues. Thus, an interpretation was needed. Otherwise, those
who were assembled with the one speaking in tongues would not be able to agree with
what was said or to bless God along with the one speaking in atongue. In order for
corporate worship to work, everyone must understand what is being said. Paul is not
undermining that God is getting praise through the language spoken, but it is just that no
one else is able to participate and praise God aong with the one speaking in the tongue.
Thisisnot right or good.

18I thank God, | speak in tongues morethan you all;
19however, in the church | desireto speak five wordswith my mind so that | may
instruct othersalso, rather than ten thousand wordsin a tongue.

Paul says that he spoke in tongues more than the Corinthians did, so heis not
undermining the value or purpose of tonguesin thistime. Yet, heistrying to
demonstrate that the purpose of corporate worship isfor the mind to be edified and
engaged, which requires that what is being said is understandable and can benefit others.
No amount of speaking in tongues can do this without an interpretation. Thus, the
Corinthians needed to start valuing prophecy and teaching more than tongues.

20Brethren, do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be infants, but in your
thinking be mature.

Paul wants the Corinthians to keep seeking to grow in their understanding of the Lord,
but he wants them to be innocent when it comes to evil. The more we know about sin
and evil, the more vulnerable we get. We are best to be ignorant about what sin is like,
but we should be knowledgeabl e about what sin isand what it is not and about its
devastating effects. Maturity is aways God' s desire for believers (Ephesians 4:11-16).

21In theLaw it iswritten, " BY MEN OF STRANGE TONGUESAND BY THE
LIPSOF STRANGERSI| WILL SPEAK TO THISPEOPLE, AND EVEN SO
THEY WILL NOT LISTEN TO ME," saystheLord.

2250 then tongues arefor a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but
prophecy isfor a sign, not to unbelieversbut to those who believe.

23Thereforeif the whole church assemblestogether and all speak in tongues, and
ungifted men or unbelieversenter, will they not say that you are mad?

24But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an ungifted man enters, heis convicted
by all, heiscalled to account by all;

25the secrets of hisheart are disclosed; and so hewill fall on hisface and wor ship
God, declaring that God is certainly among you.



Paul references Isaiah 28:11-12, though putting it into words God had given him, to
explain that part of the reason tongues were given was for asign to Israel of their
judgment. People of foreign tongues would speak to them, which Paul and the church
did, and still they would not listen. Thus, their judgment was sure. So this leads Paul to
the conclusion that tongues are not a sign to those who believe but to unbelievers. Itisa
sign of their condemnation for those who reject Christ and asign of Christ for those who
believe. Prophecy was asign of Christ at work to those who believed, but it was not a
sign for unbelievers. Prophecy’ s purpose was for the edification of the church, therefore
showing that the Spirit was alive and at work in His church. Theworld didn’t care to
grow in truth which it rejected. But tongues were a sign to them that, when they heard
the truth in their own language, they might believe (Acts 2:8). When the church gathers
itisfor edification, not for a bunch of chaotic foreign speech that no one understands. If
an unbeliever or those who had not been gifted with tongues witnessed such an event,
they might conclude that the church isfull of crazy people. Thus, tongues should be
given in an orderly manner with an interpretation, and prophecy needs to be the main
event in the assembly of the church. Tongues are for an outward testimony and sign
more than for inward edification. Prophecy could aso have a benefit for unbelievers
because, if they walked into a church where revelation from God was being given in an
understandable and orderly way, they could be convicted of sin and call upon Christ. The
truth that each person spoke in turn could add up to repentance for the listener,
particularly given that part of the gift of prophecy worked to reveal things unknown.
Sometimes it might be about future events (Acts 11:28), whereas in this case it might be
about some secret sin of the unbeliever who was in attendance. He would hear, be
convicted, and call out to God to be saved. Thus, prophecy, though not asign for
unbelievers, could still be used to effectively reach unbelievers with the truth.

26What isthe outcomethen, brethren? When you assemble, each one hasa psalm,
has a teaching, hasarevelation, hasatongue, has an interpretation Let all things be
donefor edification.

What should happen, then, according to Paul, is that, when the believers assemble
together, there should be some of each as the Spirit leads, and all should be orderly.
There should be singing, teaching (which would have been from the Old Testament),
prophecy (which would have given new revelation), and tongues which should be
interpreted for edification. When each left for the day, all should leave edified, having
grown closer to God and deeper in the understanding of Him and His ways.

271f anyone speaksin a tongue, it should be by two or at the most three, and each in
turn, and one must interpret;

28but if thereisnointerpreter, he must keep silent in the church; and let him speak
to himself and to God.

When tongues are spoken in the assembly, there should be no more than two or three

total instances. They should be one at atime, and there must be an interpretation for
each. Tonguesin the church was not atime for incoherent babbling on the part of all in
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attendance, but it was done for edification, one by one, and no more than two or three
times. If there was no one gifted to interpret, then tongues should not be exercised in the
church. Edification isthe main purpose, so a person gifted in tongues could speak to
himself and to God in the tongue. Thiswould have to be silent prayer so as not to be a
distraction.

29L et two or three prophets speak, and let the other s passjudgment.

30But if arevelation is made to another who is seated, the first one must keep silent.
31For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all may be
exhorted;

32and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets;

33for God isnot a God of confusion but of peace, asin all the churches of the saints.

Similarly, there should be no more than two or three prophets which get up and speak the
Word of God, exhorting the assembly to truth. The others (presumably the others gifted
in prophecy) should pass judgment on what is said to make sure that it is of God, by the
Spirit, and in line with what God has revealed up to that point. The one prophesying
would stand and speak God'’ s truth, while the others would sit. But if a prophecy came to
one seated, then the one standing would defer to him. Prophecy should be one by one so
that all can hear, learn, be exhorted, and grow to maturity. The spirits of prophets are
subject to prophets, meaning that God would give coherent and complementary words to
all who are of the Spirit. Thus, one can be freeto sit down and let another take over.

One by one, the Word of God will get delivered in an orderly fashion without chaos and
confusion. This should lead to edification, harmony, and unity if done rightly, not
discord or division as had been occurring. Thiswasto betherulein al the churches,
which presumably had the same gifts to work with and through.

34Thewomen areto keep silent in the churches; for they are not permitted to
speak, but areto subject themselves, just asthe Law also says.

35If they desireto learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it
isimproper for awoman to speak in church.

Paul had earlier directed the women to wear headcoverings while praying or prophesying
(1 Corinthians 11:5). The reason for this was to be a symbol of their inward desire to be
subject to God and to their husbands. Here, his emphasis of submission isthe same, just
asit was back in the law when Sarah deferred to Abraham, calling him “lord” (1 Peter
3:6). Submission has been God'’ s plan from the beginning, and it must be respected in the
coming together of the church. Now, it is true that women had the revelatory gifts of
prophecy, tongues, and knowledge just as men did as Acts 21:8-9 indicates, speaking of
Philip’ s daughters who were prophetesses. So it is not that women could not prophesy.

It isjust that they were not to prophesy during the coming together of the church for
worship because men wereto lead. 1 Timothy 2:11-12 says, “A woman must quietly
receive instruction with entire submissiveness. But | do not allow awoman to teach or
exercise authority over aman, but to remain quiet.” The message to Timothy is thus that
women need to not teach men or lead in the church. Since a prophet’s job was often to
exhort the assembly to change, such would involve instructing men, aform of leading.
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Thus, Paul did not want the women to be active in the leadership roles of the church,
which included the teaching and prophetic roles. Women were to remain quiet during the
assembly and receive instruction quietly. If they disagreed with something said, they
needed to speak with their husbands afterward who could then go to the other men on her
behalf if needed. If she ssimply had a question, he needed to be spiritually grounded
enough to help answer it. If awoman was single and had no husband, then she would
have to approach the elders after the service had ended. It was not that women didn’t
have aright to participate in worship. It wasjust that they needed to give their input in
the right times and places which would respect God' s design and the men. To Timothy,
Paul says nothing indicating that the women cannot sing or pray. Theimplication is
simply that they should not exercise authority over men such as calling the church to
prayer, leading the church in prayer, or directing the church in singing. If they wanted to
see something done differently, they needed to ask their husbands afterward. So Paul’s
exhortation here to the Corinthians parallels his exhortation to Timothy that women must
not take on the authoritative roles over men, they must not teach men, and they ought not
to usurp the leadership roles that God has designed for men to have in the church.
Women are not to use their gifts of teaching or prophesy in the church assembly, but they
need to keep quiet in that respect. Elsewhere, such as when teaching other women or
children or when giving prophecy outside of the corporate assembly, they could and
should use their gifts. Paul just didn’t want women curtailing the service to their will and
ways or speaking out of turn or in an authoritative way over the men. Thiswould not be
God-honoring. Could they sing? Y es, for God desires both women and men to edify one
another in song. Ezra 2:65 recounts that Israel returned to Jerusalem with 200 male and
female singers, presumably for worship (v. 70), not for mere social entertainment (see
also 2 Chronicles 35:25, Nehemiah 7:67). Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16 indicate
that the body of Christ as awhole was to sing songs so that each could be edified. Could
women pray, just not in adirecting sort of way? Sure, because God desires all of His
saintsto pray (Ephesians 6:18), including the women (Acts 1:14). Acts 21:5 and James
5:16 seem to imply that there was occasion for women and children to pray while the
body was gathered. If men lead and give the women permission to sing and pray, then
they can do it, aslong as they don’t do anything to disrespect the men or God. If the men
grant permission for the women to share a prayer request, share atestimony, ask a
guestion, or suggest a song, for example, this still respects the authority of the men. The
key point is that the service must be led by the men, the women must be submissive, and
the service must be orderly. It isnot good for women to teach the men, for God calls the
men to do this. But it would be a stretch to suppose that God is telling the women not to
talk at all such as not to be able to discipline a child who is acting out or to respond if
their husbands ask them a question. The message Paul is trying to communicate is not
that women can’t make noise at all but that they must do all thingsin a submissive way.
If they do this, things will work properly.

36Wasit from you that the word of God first went forth? Or hasit cometo you
only?

Lest the Corinthians fail to cooperate with God' s will in the matter of gifts and order in
the church, he rebukes them, reminding them that they are not the ones making the rules
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but God. God gave the Word of God, not the Corinthians, and God’'s Word is for al
people, not just them. Thus, they must do as God says just as the others churches must.
They have no right to set their own rules.

371f anyonethinksheisa prophet or spiritual, let him recognize that the things
which | writeto you arethe Lord's commandment.
38But if anyone does not recognize this, heis not recognized.

Those who are spiritual or prophets must show themselves to be so by obeying the
commands of God. If they do not, they must not be considered spiritual or alowed to be
aprophet. No man can set up his own rulesto defy God and be allowed to do so in the
church.

39T herefore, my brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak
in tongues.
40But all things must be done properly and in an orderly manner.

Paul sums up his exhortations by reminding the Corinthians to be sure that they are
orderly during their coming together for worship. They must do things according to the
commands of God, and they must earnestly desire to prophesy because of its edification.
Tongues should be allowed, though prophesy is more valuable simply becauseitis
understandable and involves the mind.

1 Corinthians 15

INow | make known to you, brethren, the gospel which | preached to you, which
also you received, in which also you stand,

2by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which | preached to you,
unlessyou believed in vain.

3For | delivered to you asof first importance what | also received, that Christ died
for our sinsaccording to the Scriptures,

4and that Hewas buried, and that He was raised on the third day accordingto the
Scriptures,

5and that He appeared to Cephas, then to thetwelve.

6After that He appeared to morethan five hundred brethren at onetime, most of
whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;

7then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles,

8and last of all, asto one untimely born, He appear ed to me also.

9For | am theleast of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because |

per secuted the church of God.

10But by the grace of God | am what | am, and His grace toward me did not prove
vain; but | labored even morethan all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with
me.

11Whether then it was| or they, so we preach and so you believed.
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Paul outlines the basics of the gospel message which he has preached to the Corinthians
and which he has hoped saved them unless they had only professed faith without really
repenting. It isimportant to note that this was a church with alot of sin issues, but Paul
believed most of the Christians were indeed saved. This church needed alot of growth
and refinement, but just because a person struggles with sin, does not mean that they
cannot be saved. It simply means that they need to grow up and regain a sound testimony
so that they are fit to be an example to others. Those who habitually practice sin,
however, may not be saved (1 John 3:9). One must be above reproach in order to lead as
Paul did in the church, otherwise the church will grow corrupt quickly (1 Timothy 3:2).
Such isaso the desire of God for all believers (Philippians 2:15). Paul went to the
Corinthians not to dance around his reason for coming but to give them the thing of
utmost importance in life, which isthe gospel. Hereceived it from God, and he was
instructed to teach the truth that Christ died for the sins of the world according to the
Scriptures (Old Testament prophecies such as Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22). Hewasthusa
perfect fulfillment of prophecy, and He was God' s plan from the beginning (Genesis
3:15, Ephesians 1:4, 1 Peter 1:20, Luke 24:27). He was buried because He was dead, but
on the third day He rose again from the dead according to the Scripture (John 2:18-22,
Psalm 16:10). Jesus appeared to Peter in His resurrected body and to the twelve disciples
(John 20:19-20). Christ had also appeared to 500 people at one time (all appearances of
the resurrected Christ took place over a period of 40 days (Acts 1:3) and are recorded in
Matthew 28:9, Mark 16:9, 12, 14, Luke 24:31-39, and John 21:1-23, although thisoneis
only recorded here), and Paul makes the point that the vast majority of these eye
witnesses were till alive. Thisthus confirms his credibility and the truth of the gospel.
500 eyewitnesses who can tell the same story is undeniable. Jesus then appeared to
James, probably His half-brother, given that Paul then mentions that He appeared to the
apostles, of which only this James was not one. Finally, He appeared to Paul on the road
to Damascus (Acts 9:1-8). Paul says he was untimely born in that he saw Christ after
Christ had ascended. He had missed out on all of the glorious events of the life of Christ
firsthand because he was still a persecutor of the church, not a believer. Because of his
past, he considers himself to be the least of the apostles and totally undeserving to be
called an apostle because he had persecuted the church. But it was the grace of God
which came to him and helped him see, and it was the grace of God that enabled him to
be such an effective tool for advancing the gospel. Paul’slife was atotal testimony of
God’ s intervention and grace, which is never in vain. Paul has worked harder than al the
rest of the apostles because of the grace of God. The others had families and other
concerns, but Paul began traveling extensively and, by the grace of God, preaching to city
after city after city. He was clearly a chosen instrument of God (Acts 9:15). The
Corinthians received his preaching as Paul did his part along with the rest of the apostles.
Paul, though chosen last, was equally on par with the other apostles as far as authority
from God.

12Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some
among you say that thereisno resurrection of the dead?

13But if thereisno resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised;
14and if Christ hasnot been raised, then our preachingisvain, your faith alsois
vain.
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15Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we testified
against God that Heraised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not
raised.

16For if thedead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised;

17and if Christ hasnot been raised, your faith isworthless; you are still in your
sins.

18T hen those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.

19If we have hoped in Christ in thislife only, we are of all men most to be pitied.

Some among the church at Corinth were falsely teaching that there was no resurrection
from the dead. Yet, as Paul just mentioned, Christ Himself rose from the dead in a
resurrected body and appeared to many, many people as evidence. But if thereisno
resurrection, then Paul’ s preaching isin vain because the gospel is undermined because
Jesus didn’t really rise from the dead. Then, any who proclaim the gospel of Christ are
made to be fal se teachers because they would be lying. The Christian faith rests upon the
resurrection of Christ. If Hedidn't rise from the dead, we don’t serve aliving Savior, and
God isdead. We would have no hope of our own resurrection into eternal life in heaven,
and we are a shameful people. Not only are we liars, but we have no hope and are thus
wasting our lives. But, of course, Jesusis alive, seated at the right hand of God in heaven
(Colossians 3:1), and thus we do well to put all of our hope in Christ and in thelifeto
come. Sacrificing and serving as Paul did only makes sense if Christ isalive, if the
gospel istrue, and if eternity isindeed coming.

20But now Christ has been raised from the dead, thefirst fruits of those who are
asleep.

21For since by a man came death, by a man also came theresurrection of the dead.
22For asin Adam all die, so alsoin Christ all will be made alive.

Christ was raised from the dead by the power of God, and He is thus the firstfruits of
those who have died in Christ. Through Adam, death came to all men because of the
consequence of sin. But through Christ, all who repent and believe in the gospel can be
saved and be resurrected from the dead. Death will have no power over those in Christ,
just asit had no power over Him. In Adam all die physically and spiritually, but in Christ
physical death leads to eternal life and a new resurrected body.

23But each in hisown order: Christ thefirst fruits, after that thosewho are
Christ'sat His coming,

24then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father,
when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.

25For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under Hisfeet.

26T he last enemy that will be abolished isdeath.

27For HE HASPUT ALL THINGSIN SUBJECTION UNDER HISFEET But
when He says, " All things are put in subjection,” it isevident that He is excepted
who put all thingsin subjection to Him.

28When all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected
to the One who subjected all thingsto Him, so that God may beall in all.
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Christ was the first to be resurrected and next will be those who belong to Christ when
He comes again. Christians alive at Christ’s appearing will be raptured, and the dead in
Christ will rise (Revelation 3:10, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18), while those who are saved
during the tribulation will be resurrected at the end of that period (Revelation 6:9-11,
Revelation 20:4). The millennial kingdom will begin during which Satan is bound
(Revelation 20:1-3). He will be released for a short time at the end only to be defeated
forever by Christ (Revelation 20:7-10). Thisisthe end of sin and death to the full extent,
and Christ can hand over the kingdom to the Father because al rebellious rule and
authority will have been subjected to His authority. Christ will reign until all of God's
enemies are put under His feet, which will happen. Death isthe final enemy to be
abolished, and the resurrection of dead believers unto eternal life will be a glorious day.
They will be free of sin, the flesh, and the power of death. Unbelievers will suffer
forever in the eternal fire (Revelation 20:10-15). The only thing not subject to Christ is
the Father Himself to Whom Christ will turn over all authority once He has achieved it.
At that point, the Son will be subjected to the Father Who previously had subjected all
things to Him so that the Father can be all in all, the final and ultimate authority and God.

290therwise, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead are not
raised at all, why then are they baptized for them?

This verse cannot and does not mean that believers should get baptized for the sake of
trying to save dead loved ones. The Bible clearly teaches that we are saved by faith and
not works (Ephesians 2:8-9). Therefore baptism cannot save the living and certainly not
the dead, who are judged on the same basis as the living. What Paul might have in view
here is that there were faithful believers who are now dead but who during their lives
influenced others to come to Christ. These who were saved were then baptized, and their
testimony was that it was the lives of those before them that moved them to such a
decision. Their baptism was thus for the sake of the faithful example of faithful believers
who were now dead. Those who are dead have hope because they will be resurrected,
and those who came to faith also have that same hope and expectation. If the dead had
no hope, then there is no reason for the living to want to follow in their steps. This seems
to be Paul’ s message.

30Why arewe also in danger every hour?

311 affirm, brethren, by the boasting in you which | havein Christ Jesusour Lord,
| diedalily.

32If from human motives| fought with wild beasts at Ephesus, what doesit profit
me? If thedead arenot raised, LET USEAT AND DRINK, FOR TOMORROW
WE DIE.

33Do not be deceived: " Bad company corrupts good morals.”

34Become sober-minded as you ought, and stop sinning; for some have no
knowledge of God | speak thisto your shame.

As an apostle, Paul risked suffering, persecution, imprisonment, and even death regularly.
He wasin near constant danger, and to him this was worth it because to live was Christ
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and to diewas gain (Philippians 1:21). His purpose for living was to serve Christ, and he
knew that when he died he would be resurrected and rewarded. Thus, it was worth it,
even to suffer greatly daily and to die to self and the comforts of the world. Paul may
have literaly fought wild beasts, but it is reasonable to suppose he is referring to the
fierce crowd that he faced at Ephesus where he was in danger of hislife for the sake of
the gospel (Acts 19:23-34). But to put himself through these daily predicaments for the
sake of Christ was worth it because of his future inheritance and the promised
resurrection. Thus, the prospect and promise of resurrection gives us hope as believers
that it isworth it to live for Christ now because of the glory to come. Christ rose from
the dead, and He will come and take us also. If thiswasn't the case, then, since our faith
isinvain, we may aswell just live alife of fleshly indulgence. If all lifeisisashort
existence on earth and then nothing, pleasure could be justified as the extreme ideal. But,
since thisis not the case, believers must be careful to not be deceived by the false wisdom
in the world, but rather they must follow Christ in obedience and not allow themselves to
be corrupted by being unduly influenced by evil people, even immoral Christians (1
Corinthians 5:5). Paul wants the believing to be sober-minded, not carried away with
various lusts and corrupting influences. He desires that they stop their pattern of sin for
the sake of maintaining a holy testimony before the world. Some have no knowledge of
God, and part of the evidence for God isto come through changed people who love (John
13:34-35) and do good works (Matthew 5:16). We have the resourcesin Christ to live
holy lives and walk in victory (2 Peter 1:3), and Paul wants the Corinthians to do this.

35But someone will say, "How arethe dead raised? And with what kind of body do
they come?"

36Y ou fool! That which you sow does not cometo lifeunlessit dies;

37and that which you sow, you do not sow the body which isto be, but a bare grain,
per haps of wheat or of something else.

38But God givesit a body just as He wished, and to each of the seeds a body of its
own.

Paul seems to be anticipating alack of belief and acceptance of histeaching on the
resurrection. Thus, he goes on to explain that a new body is given once the old one dies.
Just as a seed must die in order to sprout into new life, so too, God has sown in man
bodies that will be immortalized in eternity, some to heaven and some to hell.

39All flesh isnot the same flesh, but thereis one flesh of men, and another flesh of
beasts, and another flesh of birds, and another of fish.

40T here are also heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly
isone, and the glory of the earthly isanother.

41Thereisoneglory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory
of the stars; for star differsfrom star in glory.

42S0 also istheresurrection of thedead It issown a perishable body, it israised an
imperishable body;

43it issown in dishonor, it israised in glory; it issown in weakness, it israised in
power;
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44it issown a natural body, it israised a spiritual body. If thereisa natural body,
thereisalso a spiritual body.

There are different varieties of flesh. Thereisthe flesh of animals and there is the flesh
of humans. Paul is concerned with human flesh in this passage, and his point is that there
are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies. The heavenly body has a greater glory than the
earthly body because it will not be corrupted by sin. Just as the sun, moon, and stars have
differing degrees of brightness or “glory,” the new resurrected body will surpass the
earthy body in glory. It will be imperishable, whereas this body is perishable. 1t must
and will die, but the good news is that a new body will be given to us by God which will
be fit for heaven and no longer susceptible to pain. Our bodies will go from dishonor and
weakness to honor, glory, strength, and power because of the imperishable nature of our
new bodies. While on earth, we have natural bodies of destructible, fallible, sinful flesh.
In the coming kingdom, we will have imperishable bodies which will endure forever and
will be free of the defects of sin and the fallibilities of the flesh. Finaly, we will be free
from our vulnerability to sin.

4550 also it iswritten, " Thefirst MAN, Adam, BECAME A LIVING SOUL " The
last Adam became a life-giving spirit.

46However, the spiritual isnot first, but the natural; then the spiritual.
47Thefirst man isfrom the earth, earthy; the second man isfrom heaven.
48Asisthe earthy, so also are those who are earthy; and asisthe heavenly, so also
arethose who are heavenly.

49Just aswe have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of the
heavenly.

Paul explains from Genesis 2:7 how God breathed life into Adam to make him aliving
soul. But when Adam sinned, he was corrupted along with his body. The spirit of man
endures forever and is purified by Christ at salvation, but the body must be laid aside and
changed into anew immortal body. The natural body comes first, and then the new
spiritual body. Adam was from earth, and thus had an earthy body. Christ, the last Adam
or second man (Romans 5:19, 21), was from heaven, and His resurrected body was thus
heavenly. It could still eat (John 21:12) and be touched (John 20:27), for it still had flesh
and bones (Luke 24:39). Yet it could come and go miraculously (Mark 16:12, 14),
clearly indicating that it was far different and advanced than the earthy bodies we have as
we walk this earth. While on the earth, we have earthy bodies, but when we get to
heaven, we will have a new body.

50Now | say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God;
nor doesthe perishableinherit the imperishable.

The earthy body made up of flesh and blood cannot enter the kingdom of God. Itis
sinful, falible, and corrupted. It must die, but the new, imperishable, uncorrupted body
will be given us to enter heaven.

51Behold, | tell you a mystery; wewill not all sleep, but we will all be changed,
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52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will
sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.

53For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on
immortality.

54But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will
have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that iswritten, " DEATH
ISSWALLOWED UP in victory.

55" O DEATH, WHERE ISYOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE ISYOUR
STING?"

56The sting of death issin, and the power of sinisthelaw;

57but thanks beto God, who gives usthe victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul now informs the Corinthians about the rapture of the church which, up to this point,
had not been revealed. Thus, it isamystery which God gave to Paul to share to the
church (see dso 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Revelation 3:10). The second coming of
Christ is clearly presented throughout the Old Testament, so this mystery must refer to
something different. Not every Christian will die, for some will see the return of the Lord
for His own while they are still alive. But al of uswill be changed because all of us need
new bodies (Romans 8:11). There will be atrumpet sound, and the dead in Christ will be
raised to meet Christ with their new bodies. Then, we who are alive and remain will be
caught up with them to meet our Lord in the air with our new bodies aswell. With so
many dying in one day, it isno wonder Christ mentioned vultures would be around (Luke
17:30-37). Thiswill be an instantaneous event, in the time it takes for an eye to twinkle,
and those who are Christ’swill be with Him before He returns to bring wrath upon those
who rejected Him during the tribulation period. Death will be totally defeated at the time
we receive our new bodies at the rapture because the grave could not hold those who
belong to Christ just asit could not hold Him. Because of sin, we all deserved to die.

We had all broken the law of God, but through Christ, we can be victorious over sin and
death because He has fulfilled the law on our behalf (Romans 8:1-4). Thanks beto Him
for giving us new life and new bodies in the future. We are truly beneficiaries of divine
grace.

58T herefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in
thework of the Lord, knowing that your toil isnot in vain in the Lord.

In light of Christ’s completed work on the cross and promised coming to rapture His
church and give us new bodies, we must be steadfast, immovable, and always abounding
in the work of the Lord. If we remember what is true and the hope we have to come, it
should motivate usto continually walk in obedience and live for the kingdom. Our focus
should be eternally driven rather than motivated by temporal gain because of our
inheritance to come. If we desire rewards in eternity, we need to do what we can to
abound in the work of the Lord while we are yet aive. Our toil, labor, and service are
never in vain because Christ will come again (Galatians 6:9). As believers, we have great
hope because we have a great God Who will give us an inheritance with Him forever.
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1Now concerning the collection for the saints, as| directed the churches of Galatia,
so do you also.

20n thefirst day of every week each one of you isto put aside and save, as he may
prosper, so that no collections be made when | come.

3When | arrive, whomever you may approve, | will send them with lettersto carry
your gift to Jerusalem;

dand if it isfitting for meto go also, they will go with me.

The church was to take up collections for the needs of the body (in this case, the church

at Jerusalem) and in order to support those who worked full time in the ministry, though
Paul excluded himself from thisright. Just as he instructed the Galatian church, so he
instructs the Corinthian church, being consistent to all the churches because of the
consistency of the Word of God. Thefirst principle in giving to the Lord isthat it should
be aregular putting aside of funds for the Lord. When the church gathered on the first
day of the week (Sunday), it wasto put aside and save (as a church) for when the
opportunity to give would come. Thiswould allow Paul to focus on his reason for
visiting when he came, which was not primarily to get money for other churches. So
giving isto be regular and according to how a person prospers financialy. Each must
give as he or sheisableto do so joyfully before the Lord as the Lord leads, not under
compulsion but freely (Luke 6:38, 2 Corinthians 9:6-8). If God blesses, we might be able
to freely give more. If we are in atight financial period, we must have to give less. But a
good minimal point to set is ten percent, because it is what Abraham gave to Melchizedek
(Genesis 14:20) even before the Law was given. Thus, there seems to be atithing
principle in the Bible regardless of the fact that we are no longer under the law but under
grace. When Paul arrives at Corinth, the Corinthians will select a trustworthy person to
be the letter carrier to take the gift to Jerusalem. |f Paul needsto go along, he will do so.

5But | will cometo you after | go through Macedonia, for | am going through
Macedonia;

6and perhaps| will stay with you, or even spend the winter, so that you may send
me on my way wherever | may go.

7For | do not wish to seeyou now just in passing; for | hopeto remain with you for
sometime, if the Lord permits.

8But | will remain in Ephesus until Pentecost;

9for awide door for effective service has opened to me, and there are many
adversaries.

Paul’ s plan was to stay in Ephesus until Pentecost because the Lord had opened a great
door for effective ministry there despite the many adversaries. Often times when thereis
an open door, there will be challenge from the enemy. But Paul had the courage to press
on and keep ministering. After histime at Ephesus, his plan was to go to Macedonia and
then to Corinth. He would then send a messenger or accompany the messenger back to
Jerusalem with the gift (v. 3).
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10Now if Timothy comes, see that heiswith you without cause to be afraid, for heis
doingthe Lord'swork, as| also am.

11So let no one despise him But send him on hisway in peace, so that he may come
to me; for | expect him with the brethren.

Evidently, the churches were prone to disrespect Timothy simply because he was
relatively young (1 Timothy 4:12). Y et Paul wanted to make sure that the Corinthians
gave him the respect due him as afellow servant of Paul because of the vast help
Timothy could provide them. After Timothy spent time with the Corinthians to
encourage and edify them, he was to return to Paul.

12But concerning Apollos our brother, | encouraged him greatly to come to you
with the brethren; and it was not at all hisdesireto come now, but hewill come
when he has opportunity.

Apollos, the gifted teacher (Acts 18:24-28), didn’t want to come and visit Corinth at this
time, but he would when he had an opportunity. Obviously, he didn’'t sense the Lord
leading him to go at this point.

13Beon thealert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.
14L et all that you do be donein love.

Paul desires that the believers be on the alert, expecting attacks from the devil. He wants
them to stop sinning and to walk in purity, not falling prey to false teaching or bad
examplesin the church or outside of it. They need to act like men, in that they need to be
strong and courageous, standing for truth and being willing to resist the devil. They need
to be strong in the Lord by faith because His might is powerful (Ephesians 6:10). Ashe
instructed in chapter 13, love must guide all that is done such that nothing is done that is
not motivated by love. Whether confronting a sinning brother, being true to one’'s mate,
not reviling when reviled, ceasing to have divisions, or being careful not to cause a
weaker brother to stumble, all issues which he has addressed so far, love must reign
supreme.

15Now | urgeyou, brethren (you know the household of Stephanas, that they were
thefirst fruitsof Achaia, and that they have devoted themselvesfor ministry to the
saints),

16that you also be in subjection to such men and to everyone who helpsin the work
and labors.

Stephanas’ household, which Paul said that he had baptized after they received the
gospel, were the first conversions in Achaiain which Corinth was located in southern
Greece (1 Corinthians 1:16). They were demonstrating the fruit of conversion in that
they were devoting themselves to ministry to the saints. Such men need to be respected
and honored because of their service as do those who help in the work and labor of
ministry. Serviceis evidence of adevoted follower of Christ, and their example should
be imitated. And just because they may not have been in leadership in the church as
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elders or deacons does not mean that their insight and opinions should not be respected.
Paul affirms that their opinions before the Lord do matter.

171 rgjoice over the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus, because
they have supplied what was lacking on your part.
18For they haverefreshed my spirit and yours Ther efor e acknowledge such men.

It seems as though Stephanas, Achaicus, and Fortunatus left Corinth to visit and support
Paul whilein Ephesus. What the Corinthians couldn’t do because they were separated
from Paul, these three men did in coming to visit Paul and meeting his needs. They were
an encouragement to him, and thus to the Corinthians as well. When we serve one
member of the body, the rest benefit also. These faithful servants should be
acknowledged and appreciated for their service (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13), and the
greatest form of appreciation is to respect them and try to learn as much from them as
possible concerning the way of the Lord.

19The churches of Asia greet you Aquila and Prisca greet you heartily in theLord,
with the church that isin their house.
20All the brethren greet you. Greet one another with a holy kiss.

Paul passes on greetings from the churches of Asiaand from Priscillaand Aquila (Acts
18) along with the church in their home. Paul extends greetings from al of the brothers
who are with him and possibly also any whom he might have failed to mention by name.
The point is that the church cares about its own even miles away and in different cultures
and countries. The Corinthians were to greet one another with a holy kiss, which was
done between men and also between women as a custom of the day, much like our hugs
or handshakes of today. There was nothing sexual or immoral about this greeting.

21Thegreeting isin my own hand--Paul.

221f anyone does not lovethe Lord, heisto be accursed Maranatha.
23Thegrace of the Lord Jesus be with you.

24My love bewith you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Paul signed the end of the letter himself. His conclusion is powerful saying that any who
do not know Christ as evidenced by their lack of love for Him are destined to be
accursed, meaning that they will be devoted to destruction. Paul says “Maranatha’ which
means “ The Lord will come.” Thus, those who do not love the Lord need to remember
this and repent while they still have time. For believers, Paul included, the Lord’s
coming is an event they want to happen soon because justice will finally be served and
rewards will be had for the faithful. Finally, he prays for the grace of God to be with
them, just as he began the letter (1 Corinthians 1:3), which proves how we are all
dependent on the grace of God. Paul expresses hislove for the believers and concludes
hisletter saying “Amen,” or “May it be done’ or “So beit.” What Paul has said he hopes
will be put into practice such that obedience is the result of hislabor on behalf of the
Corinthians whom he loves deeply.
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